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Calendar 
 
April 6, Tuesday 
National Tartan Day and the 690th 
Anniversary of Scottish Independence 
The Declaration of Arbroath, a statement 
declaring Scotland a free and independent 
nation, was signed on this date. Our American 
founding fathers were well aware of this 
document and Thomas Jefferson used it as a 
model for our Declaration of Independence. 
Raise a glass for freedom this night! 
 
April 14, Wednesday 
SASR Regular Meeting 
This is a special Pub Night meeting at The 
Capital Ale House in Innsbrook (not the 
downtown or Midlothian locations!). Please 
bring a copy of the voucher on the last page 
of this newsletter so that 25% of your food  
purchases will come back to SASR! We 
gather around 6:30pm in the “back room” for 
drinks and conversation. There will be a short 
business meeting.  
 
April 24, Saturday 
10th Annual Ettrick Celtic Festival 
The Ettrick Historical Society presents its 10th 
Celtic Festival at Knox Springs Farm. More 
information can be found on their web site 
http://www.ettrickhistoricalsociety.com/ 
  
May 12, Wednesday 
SASR Regular Meeting 
We gather at 6:30 p.m. to socialize and the 
meeting begins at 7:00 p.m.  The Celtic 
Buffet will be there, as usual, so please bring 
a dessert or an appetizer to share. 
Please note that we will be meeting at a new 
location, theGayton Kirk, 11421 Gayton 
Road; the church is on Gayton Road between 

Pump Road and John Rolfe Parkway in 
western Henrico County. 
There will be a drum presentation that was 
originally going to be in February.    
 
 
You can email the Officers and Board at 
mailto:mBoard@StAndrewsSociety.org. Each 
of the officers can be directly emailed at 
President@... VicePresident@... 
Secretary@... and Treasurer@...        
 

 
President’s Notes 

Spring is in the air with the April showers 
arriving in March as a deluge – wish I’d put 
the “weed n’ feed” down earlier.  

Since the last Newsletter we had a great, very 
well attended March meeting and we 
supported a two day sunny Church Hill Irish 
Festival (covered later in the newsletter). As 
for St. Patrick’s Day – I met a number of you 
that night in a couple of the West End venues 
that celebrated with live acts and Pipe Bands. 

As you know we included fundraising as the 
theme for our March meeting. Unfortunately 
our Auctioneer was out of town, so, an 
Auction of Hogmany left-over items will take 
place at a later time. However, I am pleased to 
inform you that between Book Sales, the 
Make Me An Offer for Stuff, the Robert 
Bruce Trilogy DVD Sales, the “15 Year 
Anniversary Bumper Sticker” Sales and 50/50 
raffle (Thank You - Rose Carroll) we 
generated a fantastic sum of around $260. 

So, what about April. Well, we could not get 
the volunteers at our March meeting to 
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support manning a spot at the 10th Ettrick 
Annual Celtic Festival but if you are looking 
for something that Saturday, then it’s a day 
out meeting a bunch of very nice people 
working hard for their local community. I met 
a number of the members when I presented at 
their Society March business meeting and 
whilst there, we donated on behalf of SASR a 
Robert Bruce Trilogy DVD Set as a raffle 
prize towards funds. 

USA National Tartan Day is Tuesday 6th 
April. This date represents the day in 1320 
when the Declaration of Arbroath was signed 
in Scotland.  In 1998 the National Capital 
Tartan Day Committee, a coalition of 
Scottish-American organizations, successfully 
lobbied the Senate for the designation of April 
6 as National Tartan Day "to recognize the 
outstanding achievements and contributions 
made by Scottish Americans to the United 
States". 

 
             
Sean Connery at a Tartan Day celebration 

in Washington D.C.  

Whilst SASR have no arrangements for that 
day we can honor it together the following 
week at our April Pub Meeting in Capital Ale 
House, Innsbrook.   In the meantime, below is 
a short poem/toast which I really like - by: 
Murdoch Maclean 

Here’s to it! 
The fighting sheen of it, 

The yellow, the green of it, 
The white, the blue of it, 
The swing, the hue of it, 
The dark, the red of it, 

Every thread of it! 
The fair have sighed for it, 
The brave have died for it, 

Foemen sought for it, 
Heroes fought for it, 

Honour the name of it, 
Drink to the fame of it – 

THE TARTAN! 
 

 
The American Saint Andrew’s Tartan 

 
Our April Business Meeting - 14th April - is a 
SPECIAL Pub Night at Capital Ale House at 
Innsbrook - NOTE THE VENUE CHANGE.  
The meeting room here is superb, 
comfortable, bright and airy with outdoor 
views to the courtyard.  OK, so why is it 
Special?  Because the owners of Capital Ale 
House have granted this evening as a SASR 
“Community Chest” night.  What this means 
is that they will donate a whopping 25% of 
our evening’s food sales to our Society.  It 
would be great to have ALL our members and 
even Past members and guests support this 
April’s meeting.   
So, let’s have a fun evening. 

Aye for Scotland 

Bill Cooper 
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American Saint Andrew’s Tartan 
 
This tartan, shown above in the President’s 
Notes, was designed by J. Charles “Scotty” 
Thompson in 1975 and was originally known 
as the American Bicentennial Tartan. Scotty 
was a long-time member of the Washing DC 
St Andrew’s Society and for many years ran 
the “Tartan Information” booth at the Virginia 
Scottish Games in Alexandria. 
 
He was born in China of missionary parents 
and spoke Cantonese and Mandarin Chinese 
before he learned to speak English. For all his 
life he spoke with a very slight Chinese 
accent. He retired from the State Department 
where he ran the China desk for many years 
(there were always rumors that he also 
worked for the CIA which he denied). He also 
could read and/or speak Latin, Italian, French, 
and several dead languages. 
 
In 1980 he co-authored with D.C.Stewart the 
book Scotland's Forged Tartans, An 
analytical study of the Vestiarium Scoticum 
which proved that the book Vestiarium 
Scoticum by the Sobieski-Stuart brothers was 
not a translation of an ancient book but rather 
a complete forgery. He and Stewart used their 
knowledge of Medieval Latin and Scottish 
history to show that the book could not have 
been written before the early 1800’s. 
 
Scotty designed the American Bicentennial 
Tartan to celebrate the 200th anniversary of 
American independence. The tartan uses just 
three colors: red, white, and blue. There are 
seven red stripes and six white stripes just as 
on the American flag. The blue and white 
intersections are suggestive of the white stars 
on a blue background in the canton (upper left 
corner) of the flag. 
 
The Lord Lyon would not authorize the tartan 
saying that he did not have authority outside 
of Scotland but that he would not allow 
anyone to register a similar tartan. 

After the Bicentennial celebrations the tartan 
was renamed the American Saint Andrew’s 
tartan. It is a fairly common tartan worn by 
pipe bands in the United States. It is also the 
perfect tartan for an American who does not 
have a clan affiliation or even Scottish blood.  
 

SASR 15th Year Anniversary 
Bumper Sticker 
 
Proudly display our society and your “Scottishness” 

 
Measures 3.5” x 7.5” 
Price $4.50 each available at our meetings or events. 
$5.00 each available by Post on receipt of your check 
at SASR mailbox. 
 
 

Contributions Please!   
 
Please send any articles, music/book reviews, 
jokes, recipes or information on upcoming 
events (of a Celtic nature) to Editor  at 
News@StAndrewsSociety.org or P.O. Box 
3972, Glen Allen, VA  23058, by the end of 
April for the May issue. This is your St. 
Andrew’s Society newsletter . . . so please 
send something you would like to see in it!  
Thank you!  
 

Great Scott! Stolen relic returned 

By SHÂN ROSS  
IN AN audacious commando-style take on the 
historic Border Reivers, thieves broke into a 
stately home in the middle of the night before 
stealing priceless heirlooms collected by Sir 
Walter Scott. 
 
But now, following a 16-year absence, a 
silver quaich, part of the stolen hoard, goes 
back on public display at Abbotsford House 
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near Melrose tomorrow after being discovered 
by chance at a French flea market. 
 

 
Walter Scott was an avid collector of 

historic relics. 
 
Known as the Waterloo Tree Quaich, the 
piece is made from silver gilt and elm wood 
cut from a tree at the Waterloo battlefield. 
The Duke of Wellington directed his troops 
from a position under the tree in 1815 and it 
subsequently became a target for souvenir 
hunters. 
 
Scott's Quaich dates from 1824 and was made 
by Joseph Angell of London. It is engraved 
with Scott's motto, "Watch Well". Scott was 
among the first British civilians to view the 
battlefield at Waterloo and is known to have 
collected trophies from the site to add to his 
collection of historic relics. He met 
Wellington in person, and had a keen interest 
in Napoleon Bonaparte.  
 
News of the quaich's reappearance reached 
Jacquie Wright, executive manager of The 
Abbotsford Trust, last November when she 
received what she thought was an inquiry 
from a member of the public on the 
Abbotsford webpage. But the e-mail was from 
silver expert Wynyard Wilkinson, known in 
the trade as "the Wise Man of Portobello 
Road". "Mr Wilkinson said he thought he'd 
come across the quaich and would like to 
speak to someone to check out certain 
details."  
 
But mystery still surrounds the whereabouts 
of the quaich in the intervening years. Police 
recovered a number of other items taken from 

Abbotsford over the years, including three 
rings which contained locks of hair belonging 
to King Charles I; Lord Byron and Sir Walter 
Scott. 
 
The Abbotsford Trust is currently trying to 
raise around £10 million to secure 
Abbotsford's future and is awaiting a Heritage 
Lottery Fund decision about a grant 
application of more than £4m. 
 
 
 
Spring Cleaning? 
 
Here are a few things we are looking to pick 
up rather than spend on. So, we’ll be glad to 
take them off your hands. 
 
Canvas or Plastic carry holders/bags that will 
hold our Tartan Display Flags (6ft.). These 
could have been old Ski Carriers, Deck 
Umbrella holders or anything. 
 
After the success of introducing the computer 
to our “tools” in the tent we are looking for a 
Flat Screen Monitor to hook up to a laptop. 
 
A Portable Color Printer would also be an 
asset which accommodates the on-site 
printing of what we find on the web for 
visitors perhaps then facilitating a donation. 
 
A small (~2-1/2 foot by 4 foot) folding plastic 
table is needed for the renovation of our tent 
setup. 
 
 

The Irish Festival 
 
“When Irish Eyes Are Smiling sure it’s like a 
day in Spring” so goes the song and so went 
this year’s St. Patrick’s Irish Festival at 
Church Hill this March 20th & 21st. From 
Friday night’s setup with Steve Bruce and 
company to the closing music Sunday 
evening the weather could not have been 
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better and the crowds showed their 
appreciation by coming out in droves. Once 
again, St. Andrews Society pitched tent in the 
back row of the park adjacent to the Virginia 
Scot Guard Pipe & Drum Corp. While not “on 
Main Street” it is a good location, very 
comfortable under the trees and does get good 
foot traffic.  
 

 
Saturday featured a PC with access to various 
Tartan search and Celtic web site. Several 
people utilized it and wished we had the 
ability to print the information they found. 
Amanda Scholte will be looking into 
improving the PC facilities for future events. 
The music was great, the food, jewelry, and 
other vendors provided lots to look at. Many 
were familiar old friends but there were 
several new vendors this year. This is a very 
family oriented event with lots of things for 
children of all ages to do. To sum it up one 
would have to say it was a “Grand Event” and 
we look forward eagerly to next year’s 
Festival.  
 
— John LoRe 
 
 

Did you hear about the last wish of the 
henpecked husband of a house-proud 
Edinburgh wife? He asked to have his ashes 
scattered on the carpet. 

 

SASR 15th Year Anniversary 
Bumper Sticker 
Proudly display our society and your “Scottishness” 

 
Measures 3.5” x 7.5” 
Price $4.50 each available at our meetings or events. 
$5.00 each available by Post on receipt of your check 
at SASR mailbox. 
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The content below is a paid advertisement.  
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Optimal fuel economy requires a clean fuel system.   
Fuel injectors must spray a fine mist of fuel to optimize the efficiency of the combustion process. Over time, 
deposits, gums and varnishes can form in the injector tips causing irregular spray patterns that result in 
decreased fuel economy, hard starting and – potentially – surges and misfires.  Moisture build-up in the system 
can also cause problems such as “knocking.” 
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Cleaning your vehicle's fuel system at least once a year with a PowerMaxx Fuel System Cleaner helps to remove 
moisture as well as to reduce harmful contaminants in the injection system. 
To find a workshop near you in the Richmond / Charlottesville area that supplies this latest 
technology  – call Bill Cooper 804 868 0824 and he will also arrange 15% discount for you. 

This is a paid advertisement by ITM International Corp., Glen Allen, Virginia   
Visit us at    www.abetterblueplanet.com 

 
Advertize in the Saltire Sentinel 
 
We now offer our members (and others) a 
chance to advertize in the Saltire Sentinel. 
This will benefit members who have 
businesses and the Society through generated 
revenue.  
 
The rates shown below are for 3-month 
blocks (that is three consecutive months). The 
ads must be submitted to the Editor 
(news@StAndrewsSociety.org) via email in 
digital format or by USP mail (PO Box 3972, 
Glen Allen Virginia 23058) in camera-ready form. 
The half page size can be either vertical or 
horizontal half page. The business card does 
not have to be an exact business card; the idea 
is to have just the essential. 
 
RATES: 

Full Page $100 
Half Page $50 
Quarter Page $25 
Business Card $10 
 

Powhatan County Saltire 
 
The photo below was taken in Powhattan and 
sent in by Chris Rapp. This may be similar to 
what King Oengus II saw in the sky before a battle 
against the Anglo-Saxons in the 9th century. He vowed 
that if he won the battle he would convert to 
Christianity. Thus the saltire became the heraldic 
symbol of Scotland. 
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