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"If you are receiving this newsletter
through the United States Postal
Service, it means we do not have an

accurate or valid email address. Please

email us at
Board@StAndrewsSociety.ougth
your correct address so that we may
save money on postage.

Membership renewal for 2008/2009 is in full
swing. Please mail checks to our post office
box, or present to a Board member at our next
general membership meeting (see calendar).
Thanks and we hope to see you at our meetings
and fun filled events through out the new
season!!

Calendar

Navember

NOTE: St. Patrick's Church is making plans

to celebrate its 150th anniversary in 2009,

They would like to be in touch with all the
alumni of St. Patrick's School. Please let then
know your name and address. Drop them

note at 213 N. 25th St. Richmond VA 23223
or call 804-648-0504 or email at
st.patrickric@aol.com

The Pipes, Plaids and Pizza Event has beq
canceled.

November 12 St. Andrew’s Society
Business Meetingat The Church of the Holy
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Comforter (Monument Ave. at Staples Mill
Rd.) We gather at 6:30 pm to socialize and
the meeting begins at 7:00 pm.

“Come to the November meeting and enter a
raffle for a chance to win a basket full of
Celtic goodies”.

The St. Andrew's Society Hogmanay is set for
January 3, 2009. This is our biggest social event
of the year. Make plans now to attend. Also, we
need items for the Silent Auction. The Auction
helps defray the overall cost of Hogmanay and is
a great fund-raiser for our Society. We need your
help to make this the best Auction ever. If thare i
something you can donate, or if you know people
who can donate items, please do whatever it takes.
Stephanie Lewis and her committee are working
hard on this Event and they need your help on this
portion of the evening. Let us know at the
November Meeting what you can do. Whatever it
is, it will be greatly appreciated.

December 10 St. Andrew’s Society
Business Meetingat The Church of the Holy
Comforter (Monument Ave. at Staples Mill
Rd.) We gather at 6:30 pm to socialize and
the meeting begins at 7:00 pReltic Buffet,

as usual, so please bring a dessert or an
appetizer to share.

December 12 Holidays with Irish Crossroads
Dance Troupe. This group prides itself on
combining an exciting blend of both
traditional Irish step and the present day
"Riverdance" style. They continue to
captivate audiences with both the gracefulness
and complexity of Irish dance. The times will
be 5:30 and 7:30. Location: Henrico Theatre.
Cost: free. Call for reservations: 328-4491.



December 13 A Celtic Christmas Party Is
Coming Our Way!

Mark your calendars for Saturday, Decembe
13, 2008. On that night, for the first time, all
three Celtic Organizations will be gathering
for a Christmas Party. The Irish-American
Society, The St. Andrew’'s Society of
Richmond and the Scottish Society of
Richmond will join together to celebrate the
“Most Wonderful Time of the Year!”

While details are still being finalized, what
we do know is that the date is Saturday
December 13 and the location is St. Edward
School on Huguenot Road. While the IrishA
American Society is taking the lead on this
all three groups will be involved in planning,
setting up, etc.

We’'ll have more information as we get closet
to the date

December 19 The Hunt Family Fiddlers.
Come see Virginia's own Hunt Family

Fiddlers. Their holiday show keeps everyone

entertained with great diversity, featuring
fiery Celtic dancing and fast fiddling. The
time will be 6:30 pm. Location: Henrico
Theatre. Cost: free. Call for reservations: 328
4491.

Jan. 2009 St. Andrew’s Society Business
Meeting will not be held, as on January 3,
2008, we will celebrate Hogmanay. The
event will take place at the Virginia Crossingg
Resort. Details will be forthcoming in future
newsletters.

2008 Highland Games and Celtic Festival
Oh what fun we had... the games, the
pageantry, oh those bonnie knees, the music
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The 2008 edition of the Richmond Highland
Games & Celtic Festival is now history, as is the



location of the first 14. When it closed on Sunday
October 26, it marked the end of the Games at the
Richmond Raceway Complex. Next year it moves
to The New Meadow Event Park in Caroline
County.

While Saturday brought an abundant supply of
Scottish Sunshine, it didn't seem to slow folks
down. Sunday was a great day, bright and sunrly
and not too cool and not too hot.

The new St. Andrew’s Society of Richmond
Bonnie Knees Contest brought a plethora of
entries and a lot of fun for all involved. Thanks t

all who participated in the planning and judging.
Jeff Kelso did a great job of getting it organized
and thanks, also, to Lennie Geipel for the “kilts”
on the trophies. As for the judges, | think you hag
a very tough job, but | noticed that no one seemed
to mind the duty. The M-C, from the Sterling
Sword Players, added that extra special touch. In
talking with him later, he told me he had a great
time and has already volunteered for next year.

While we didn't do so well in the Punkin’
Chunkin’, we certainly did a very good job on our
tent. It was not easy to keep it all together it
usual wind blowing up a storm, everything looked
great. Those who worked the tent were extremely
attentive to the questions of folks passing by.
don’t know how many folks joined as a result, but
we should have a preliminary report at theg
November Meeting.

Thanks to all who were there, those who helped
set-up and take down and those who worked the
tent and spread the word about the St. Andrew’s
Society of Richmond. It was a long weekend, but
it was a fun time. By the way, next year's Games$
are set for October 24 & 25.

Aye!
Dick

The Prez Sez!

We Made It Through The Rain! Well, we made it
through the 1% Annual Richmond Highland
Games & Celtic Festival without getting too wet.
My thanks to everyone who was there to help ma
the tent and provide support for our Society.
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For yours truly, it was the usual hectic time of

keeping up with 50-plus clans, Royal Clansman,

ceremonies, and the annual Kirkin® Service. For

those of you who attended the Sunday Service,
you know that my message was Time and how we
need to take or make time for ourselves and our
needs, as well as the jobs required of us by other
activities. Since | entered that world of semi-

retirement, | found | had time to take my personal

inventory. | have had a chance to do things |

should have made time to do in the past.

As | said in my sermon, the one thing we can’t do
with time is bring it back. Once it is gone, it dst
forever. So, we need to make the most of the time
we have. Life is short and we should not be filling
it with regrets about things that might have been.
That just takes up time that could be spent doing
more positive things.

We are approaching the end of the calendar year
and that means a lot of us will be making our
traditional New Year’s Resolutions. | have come
to the conclusion that New Year’s Resolutions are
fine, but not many of us keep them past January
31% if that long. I'd like to challenge all of us to
replace New Year's Resolutions with Daily
Resolutions. You only have to keep them for 24
hours at a time. When we get up each morning,
why not make a resolution to do something for
someone else, or bring a little sunshine to
someone’s life that is a bit glum, or take time to
‘stop and smell the roses’ or call someone you
haven't spoken to in a long time. You can fill in
your own blanks on what to do, but | have learned
it is much easier to do things one day at a time
instead of trying to plan out resolutions for a
whole year.

Tomorrow, when you get out of bed, is a great
time to start making daily resolutions. You
probably already do this and don't even know it.
You resolve to go to work, etc. That's already a
part of your daily routine. Why not add a couple
more things that you might have been meaning to
do, but they have gotten lost in the shuffle ofydai
life. Take time for you.

And, of course, make time to attend our
November General Meeting on November 12 at



Holy Comforter Church. I look forward to seeing
you there.

Dick

In Memoriam

This past week | received an e-mail from Harrie
Nihart, Alabama Regent for Clan Douglas
informing me that her Uncle, Kenneth Stewart
Rollins, passed away on October 13. Ken was
former member of the St. Andrew’s Society of
Richmond and was 88 years old. He was also
member of Clan Stewart and Clan Douglas. Fg
several years he was the Virginia Regent for Cla
Douglas.

| first met Ken in his capacity as Virginia Regent
for Clan Douglas when | assumed the
responsibilities of Clan and Society Coordinatof
for the Richmond Highland Games & Celtic
Festival. He was approaching 80 years old at th
time, but he had an enthusiasm for his Clan an
position that made you think he was much
younger.

His niece told me that Ken used to live in
Ladysmith and he fondly remembered our
Society. She said he talked a great deal about
Ken died in his sleep at an assisted living facilit
in Kensington, MD. The family will be having a
memorial service for him on November 9 in
Bethesda, MD.

Let us keep Ken in our prayers and hoist a glass

his memory. May his soul, and the souls of all the

faithfully departed find peace and eternal
happiness with God.

Dick Harman

What does one do in November in Scotland?
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Well - hot on the heels of Hallowe’en (covered in
the October Newsletter) there is Guy Fawkes
Night on the 8 with Bonfires and Fireworks in
almost every community.

As kids we learned the following rhyme at school.
&memé_er. cggmemﬁer
The fifii of Novembor
;Ci;‘uzgwwdér Treason and Plet.
M SEe NCo redscn
W/t:y z-i;unjaowdér Treason
Dhould ever be forget /@R

Guy Fawkes, guy, t'was his intent

To blow up king and parliament.
Three score barrels were laid below
To prove old England's overthrow.

By god's mercy he was catch'd
With a darkened lantern and burning match.
So, holler boys, holler boys, Let the bells ring.
Holler boys, holler boys, God save the king.

And what shall we do with him?
Burn him!

History to Guy Fawkes night

(section extracted from www.bonfirenight.net)
In 1605, thirteen young men planned to blow up
the Houses of Parliament.

Among them was Guy Fawkes, Britain's most
notorious traitor.

After Queen Elizabeth | died in 1603, English
Catholics had hoped that her successor, James VI
& |, would be more tolerant of their religion.
James did not turn out to be more tolerant and a
number of young men, 13 to be exact, decided that
violent action was the answer.

The leader, Robert Catesby, thought the thing to
do was to blow up the Houses of Parliament to kill

the King, maybe even the Prince of Wales, and the
Members of Parliament. Today these conspirators
would be known as extremists, or terrorists.



They stored 36 barrels of gunpowder in a cellar
just under the House of Lords.

It is said that fearing innocent people would be
hurt or killed in the attack, one of the group
members sent an anonymous letter warning hi
friend, Lord Monteagle, to stay away from the
Parliament on November 5th. The letter reached
the King, and the King's forces made plans to stop
the conspirators.
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Guy Fawkes who was in the cellar of the
parliament with the 36 barrels of gunpowder
when the authorities stormed it in the early hourg
of November 5th, was caught, tortured and
executed.

Today, the reigning monarch only enters the
Parliament once a year, on what is called "the
State Opening of Parliament". Prior to the
Opening, and according to custom, the Yeomen of
the Guard search the cellars of the Palace of
Westminster.

On the very night that the Gunpowder Plot wag
foiled, on November 5th, 1605, bonfires were set
alight to celebrate the safety of the King. Since

then, November 5th has become known as Bonfife

Night. The event is commemorated every yea
with fireworks and burning effigies of Guy
Fawkes on a bonfire.
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So, that’s the history, but what do folks do
nowadays.

1) The Bonfire
Usually starting at the end of October, the kidg

from each community (neighbouring streets) will
start preparations for the™5 They will seek

permission for a location to erect their bonfire.
They will split into two teams. The first team has
to start collecting excess paper and wood, even
furniture, (anything that burns and hopefully non-
toxic), for their bonfire from homes and around
the community. These bonfires might be as tall a
15 feet when completed. The second team will
make a dummy of Guy Fawkes which will
subsequently be placed on top of the bonfire oh
the night of the 8. The dummy is referred to as
“The Guy”. Then once darkness falls and at thg
agreed time, the community makes their way to
the bonfire. Everyone recites the first verse from

(%)

D

—5-—

the above rhyme — “Remember, Remember — The
50 of...... " etc.etc., and then the bonfire is lit.
The crowd then waits in anticipation for the Guy
to catch fire which is then greeted with big cheers
It is common for folks to cook baked tatties
(potatoes) when the fire dies down..

2) The Fireworks
Yes, it's the closest we come to the USA% of
July.

Remember how the kids in team 2 made the Guy.
Well, it is very important to make a decent

looking Guy because once the Guy is complete
the kids then load it onto a “bogey” (soap-box car)
and head for the town centre. They then start to
collect money from the adults in the community

as a reward for their Guy making efforts. As they
wheel the bogey around the kids will shout — “A

Penny for the Guy, A Penny for the Guy”.

The money collected is then used to purchase —
you guessed it - FIREWORKS....hooray! These

as set off near to the bonfire as part of the

festivities once the Guy has burned.

Personally, | preferred Bonfire night to
Hallowe’'en. You know, building a bogey,
bonfires and fireworks. Is it me or is it just a
GUY thing?

OK I'm getting homesick now - so just one more
thing

FOR FUN and to play an educational Guy Fawkes
GAME —loginto
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/interactive/games/gu
npowder/index.shtml

Submitted by Bill Cooper

November Tuesdays In Scots History

4 November

Robert Allan, poet and songwriter, was born in
Kilbarchan, Renfrewshire, today in 1774. His
works, published by Robert Burns Hardy of
Glasgow, while attracting a great deal of
admiration from lovers of Scottish song, failed to
earn him enough money to continue his legacy.
He emigrated to America in 1841 to see his



youngest son, where he died a couple of months
later.

11 November

Today is Martinmas, Scottish Quarter Day. The
feast of St Martin of Tours was traditionally the
day for slaughtering livestock and salting it for
preservation through the winter.

18 November

Today in 1785 Sir David Wilkie, the Scottish
painter, was born. Son of the minister in the faris
of Cults in Fife, he became the official painter tg
William V. Wilkie's talent was precocious: the
self-portrait opposite was painted when he wa
only 20, and indeed by the early age of 19 he h3g
produced one of his most famous works, 'Pitlessi
Fair'. He sketched the faces of his Fife neighbour
during church services to use in this work, and th
accuracy of detail of real-life characters wasait tr

for which Wilkie was renowned. He was educatec
at the Trustees' Academy in Edinburgh, settled i
London and was elected to the Royal Academy i
1811. He became one of the most sought-afte
society portrait painters of his day. His detailed
paintings of events mean that his pictures ar
often used for historic illustrations, most notably
his painting of John Knox preaching in the pulpit.
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25 November
On this day in 1897, Helen Duncan, the noted
Scottish medium, was born in Callander. In 1944}
she became last person in the UK to be tried,
convicted and imprisoned under the 173§
Witchcraft Act. While in prison she was visited by
Winston Churchill, who repealed this law on his
return to power in 1951.

Thanks to John Scott, Clan Scott, and BBC Scotlangd
(http://lwww.bbc.co.uk/scotland/history/onthisday/), and
Scotsman.com (http://heritage.scotsman.com/), Atmmut
and other miscellaneous sources.

You can email the Officers and Board at
Board@StAndrewsSaociety.arg Each of the
officers can be directly emailed Bresident@..
VicePresident@.. Secretary@.. and

Treasurer@..

Contributions Please!

Please send any articles, music/book reviews,
jokes, recipes or information on upcoming events
(of a Celtic nature) toAnalee Evans at
analee_e@hotmail.corar P.O. Box 3972, Glen
Allen, VA 23058,by the end of NovemberThis

is your St. Andrew’s Society newsletter . . . so
please send something you would like to see in
it! Thank you!




