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  January 2008 

 Saltire Sentinel 
 The Newsletter of the St. Andrew’s Society of Richmond, Inc. 
 PO Box 3972, Glen Allen Virginia 23058, www.standrewssociety.org 
 

"If you are receiving this newsletter 
through the United States Postal 
Service, it means we do not have an 
accurate or valid email address. Please 
email us at 
Board@StAndrewsSociety.org with 
your correct address so that we may 
save money on postage.  
 
Don’t forget, membership dues are due for the 
2007/2008 year. 
 
Calendar 

 
Jan.  St. Andrew’s Society Business Meeting 
will not be held, as on January 12, 2008, we will 
celebrate Hogmanay.  The event will be at the 
Wyndham Hotel, Richmond Airport.  The time 
will be 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.  The cost per 
person is $50.00.  The deadline will be 
extended to 1/6/08.  In order to avoid being left 
out of the fun, send your money in quickly!  See 
menu and reservation form with newsletter 
mailing. 
 
Feb. 13  St. Andrew’s Society Business Meeting 
will NOT be at The Church of the Holy Comforter 
because of Lent.  An alternative location is being 
sought. 
 
Mar. 12  St. Andrew’s Society Business 
Meeting will NOT be at The Church of the Holy 
Comforter because of Lent and Easter.  An 
alternative location is being sought. 
 

April. 9  St. Andrew’s Society Business 
Meeting at The Church of the Holy Comforter 
(Monument Ave. at Staples Mill Rd.) We gather 
at 6:30 pm to socialize and the meeting begins at 
7:00 pm. Celtic Buffet, as usual, so please bring 
a dessert or an appetizer to share. 
 
The Prez Sez! 
 

Here we go again! It’s another brand new year. 
What are we going to do with it? I know a lot of 
folks make New Year’s Resolutions. I decided 
many years ago that they didn’t work that well for 
me, so now I only make one resolution and that is 
to Not Make Any Resolutions. I know I can keep 
that one. 

We don’t know what 2008 will hold for us. Some 
things we can control and others we cannot. What 
we have to decide is which is which. For example, 
I know I can’t control the weather, so I have to 
make plans to work with the conditions we have. 
If it’s raining, bring an umbrella; if it’s snowing, 
get a shovel; etc.  

I said that I don’t make resolutions anymore, but I 
do set goals. I have a goal for the St. Andrew’s 
Society of Richmond and that is to see us continue 
to grow. I don’t mean just in numbers. I have seen 
too many organizations over the years that were 
so focused on membership numbers, they forgot 
their mission. While I definitely would like to see 
us grow in membership numbers, I am also quite 
eager to see us grow in participation. I have said 
this before, and I’ll say it again. We welcome 
more people getting involved in our activities. 
There are several ways to get involved. Some of 
them are as simple as coming out to support what 
we do. Other ways of getting involved are joining 
us behind the scenes – helping man the tent at 
various functions, helping set-up and take-down. 
You could get involved by selling 50-50 raffle 
tickets at meetings or helping Chris find programs 
for meetings. I know that everyone has a talent or 
two. Let’s put those talents to work in the year 
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ahead. You don’t have to wait to be asked. Just let 
us know. However, if you are the type that needs 
to be asked, you have just been asked to get more 
involved. 

Let’s make this a partnership as well as a Society. 
You can start with the Hogmanay on January 12 
at the Wyndham. There are plenty of events and 
opportunities in the year ahead. Let’s all get 
involved and “Make it a Great 2008.” 

 
Aye! 
 
Dick    
 

HOGMANAY WILD,  EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND 

Every year hundreds of thousands of would-be revelers 
brace Scotland’s dark, dreary winter and descend on 
the nation’s capital for the Hogmanay festival, four 
days of rampant misbehavior beginning on December 
29th. 

“It used to be a spontaneous street party on the Royal 
Mile, where people would gather for the church bells at 
midnight.” says Alan Gallaway, a local historian. 
“Everyone would congregate to drink whiskey, sing, 
dance, and snog. Today, it’s a similar to other New 
Year’s celebrations but with Scottish attitudes towards 
drinking.”  

Although the festival’s origins reach back far into 
Scotland’s history, when Roman, Celts, and Vikings 
celebrated the slow return of the sun, today’s festival 
functions as a boozy amalgam of the Fourth of July, 
with a torchlight procession that gives way to massive 
fireworks displays erupting over the city’s skyline and 
Mardi Gras, with partyers turning the City’s 
cobblestone streets into something resembling a 
medieval bacchanal. 

Scottish singer-songwriter KT Tunstall, who headlined 
the feast two years ago, calls Edinburgh the 
“quintessential place to celebrate New Year’s. Playing 
the main stage at 11:30 PM,” she says, “was a career 
highlight!”   

No, I do not know what snogging is; perhaps it is like 
snuggling? 

Submitted by John LoRe - DAVID SWANSON [MEN’S JOURNAL, 
JANUARY 2008, PAGE 32] 

Happy Hogmanay! What is Hogmanay? Hogmanay is 
celebrated on New Year's Eve, every year, usually in a 
most exuberant fashion in Scotland as hundreds of 
thousands of revellers take to the streets to see in the 

New Year. In the cities of Glasgow and Edinburgh it 
has become a huge ticketed festival. Celebrations start 
in the early evening and reach a crescendo by 
midnight. Minutes before the start of new year, a lone 
piper plays, then the bells of Big Ben chime at the turn 
of midnight, lots of kissing, and everyone sings Auld 
Lang Syne. And then there is more kissing. Elsewhere 
in Scotland, particularly in more remote parts, 
customary first footing and Scottish dances, or ceilidhs 
(pronounced "kayli"), take place. For centuries, fire 
ceremonies -- torch light processions, fireball swinging 
and lighting of New Year fires -- played an important 
part in the Hogmanay celebrations. And they still do. 

Did you have a First Footing? What is a First Footing? 
Traditionally, it has been held that your new year will 
be a prosperous one if, at the stroke of midnight, a "tall, 
dark stranger" appears at your door with a lump of coal 
for the fire, or a cake or coin. In exchange, you offered 
him food, wine or a wee dram of whisky, or the 
traditional Het Pint, which is a combination of ale, 
nutmeg and whisky. It's been suggested that the fear 
associated with blond strangers arose from the memory 
of blond-haired Viking’s invasions and pillaging 
Scotland circa 4th to 12th centuries. What's more likely 
to happen these days is that groups of friends or family 
get together and do a tour of each others' houses. Each 
year, a household takes it in turn to provide a meal for 
the group. In many parts of Scotland gifts or 
"Hogmananys" are exchanged after the turn of 
midnight. (The above paragraphs adapted from 
www.hogmanay.net where you can find out more about 
these Scottish traditions.) 

 Submitted by John Scott 

 

 
 
Wallaces Wed at New Bern, North 
Carolina 
 
Saint Andrews Society of Richmond Members Lisa 
Fetterman Deiss and Michael Donant wed at the First 
Presbyterian Church in New Bern, North Carolina on 
Saturday, October 13, 2007. The Wedding Ceremony 
was conducted by the Archbishop Herbert Groce and 
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Reverend Patrick MacLean. Shortly before the 
wedding ceremony, Lisa received the accolade of a 
Knight into the Sovereign Military Order of the 
Temple of Jerusalem, a chivalric order of Knighthood 
that began during the crusades in the Middle East. 
Husband Sir Michael is also a Knight in the Order as 
were their attendants, Sir William J. Swackhamer (the 
best man), KTJ, and Baron Lord John R. Wallace, 
B(E), KTCJ, GCSE, GCMZ, KCST, FSAScot (the 
manly bridesmaid), also Society Members. In 
attendance at the wedding ceremony were Dame Lisa’s 
daughter Brooking, Society Members Sarah Bennett, 
Sir Glen and Lady Joy Mullins, and Dame Analee 
Evans plus many Knights and Dames from the Priory 
of Saint Thomas a’ Becket, and several other friends of 
the couple. The Donant Family resides in 
Mechanicsville, Virginia. 
 
This Month in History 
 
1 January  
First celebration of New Year in Scotland on this date 
in 1600 with the adoption of the "Improved Calendar." 
The new year started on March 25 before then. 
Protestants refused to take over the new style and hung 
on to the Julian calendar until as late as 1700, when the 
"Improved Calendar" was adopted. The only difference 
between the "Improved" and the Gregorian calendar 
was the determination of Easter. 
 
2 January  
Thomas Muir of Huntershill, the Glasgow-born 
Advocate, was arrested for sedition on the 2nd January 
1793. He was released after a few days and went to 
France. On his return to Scotland, Muir was tried and 
sentenced to 14 years transportation. Muir was the 
founder of the Scottish Friends of the People. Muir and 
the other leaders of this group transported to Australia, 
are known as the Scottish Martyrs. 
 
3 January 
Osborne Henry Mavor, known as James Bridie, the 
physician and prolific playwright, was born in Glasgow 
on this date in 1888. Bridie's real name was Osborne 
Henry Mavor, but he wrote his first play under the 
name Mary Henderson. Mavor is perhaps most famous 
now for the play "The Anatomist", based on the life of 
Dr. Robert Knox, the Edinburgh surgeon supplied with 
bodies for dissection by the notorious Burke and Hare. 
 
4 January 
Today's date is the anniversaries of the birth of Scottish 
actor Iain Cuthbertson (1930) and the opera singer 
Margaret Marshall (1949). 
 
5 January 

On this day in 1928, all those over the age of 65 
received a state pension for the first time. it amounted 
to ten shillings (50 pence) a week. 
 
 
6 January 
Today is Twelfth Night, or the Christian feast of the 
Epiphany. If you haven't taken your Christmas 
decorations down yet, do it now or risk bad luck for the 
rest of the year! 
 
7 January 
On this day in 1451 a Papal Bull - or charter - from 
Pope Nicolas IV enabled the foundation of Glasgow 
University as the fourth oldest schools of higher 
learning in the English-speaking world. The university 
had been requested by King James II and championed 
by Bishop William Turnbull. James wanted a second 
university (the first to be founded was St Andrews) to 
allow Scotland to rival the two English universities at 
Oxford and Cambridge. The building adjoining the 
city's cathedral was modelled on the University of 
Bologna and became Scotland's second university, 
forty years after the founding of St Andrews. Today, 
Glasgow University is one of the largest and most 
prestigious in the UK and has recently risen to 81st in 
the World University list. 
 
8 January 
Two women were arrested in Edinburgh for wearing 
men's clothing on this day in 1729. 
 
9 January 
The first women's golf tournament took place in 
Scotland, at Musselburgh, just east of Edinburgh. The 
links is reputed to be the oldest continuously used golf 
course in the world, where Mary, Queen of Scots was 
once said to have played a few rounds herself in the 
1560s. Events in 1811 were a little less regal: the 
players for the 1811 tournament being made up from 
among the town's local fishwives. The winner's prize at 
this open was a 'creel' and a 'skull' (a small fishing 
basket). 
 
10 January  
The lowest temperature ever recorded in Britain was 
measured at -27.2° Celsius (-17° Fahrenheit) at 
Braemer in Aberdeenshire on this day in 1982. 
 
11 January 
On January 11 1940, the Scottish National Blood 
Transfusion Association was set up. This 
independently funded service was responsible for 
blood and blood products in Scotland. The National 
Blood Transfusion Service in England and Wales was 
not set up until the 26 September 1946. 
 
12 January 
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On January 12 1659 a sensation in Edinburgh was 
caused by the appearance of a frisky camel.  (Editor’s 
note:  Just to keep history on the “light side.”) 
 
 
13 January 
On this date in 603, St Mungo, patron saint of Glasgow 
and also known as St Kentigern, died. 
 
14 January 
The first telephone call in the United Kingdom was 
made on this day in 1878 by Queen Victoria, and it was 
a Scotsman to thank for the breakthrough. Alexander 
Graham Bell was demonstrating his new invention to 
the Queen, and it has now gone on to forever change 
the world. 
 
15 January 
Eliza McCurdle, the daughter of a Scottish shoe maker 
and first wife of American President Andrew Johnson 
died on this day in 1876. Johnson, the son of near 
illiterate parents was taught reading and arithmetic by 
Eliza after they married, when she was just sixteen 
years old. Johnson was President from 1865 - 1869. 
 
16 January 
Fondly known as The Flying Scotsman and 
immortalised in the film "Chariots of Fire", Eric 
Liddell was born on this day in 1902. He won the 400 
metres at the 1924 Olympics in Paris. Liddell went on 
to become a Protestant Christian missionary to China 
for the rest of his life. 
 
17 January 
Curling is not one of the most well-known sports, but it 
is often a great hope for Britain at the Winter 
Olympics. Today in 1795 Duddingston Curling Society 
became the first curling club in the world to be 
formally organized - though Kilsyth lays claim to a 
date of 1716. Membership of the club cost three 
guineas and it soon attracted the country's top curlers. 
Members who did not wear the club's badge while on 
the ice were subject to a fine. The club laid out the 
rules of the sport in 1803 including fines for 'uttering 
oaths and introducing a political subject into 
conversation' 
 
18 January 
Frank Quitely is possibly not a name you'll have heard 
of, but to those in the comic book world it's well-
renowned. It's the pen name of Scottish comic book 
artist Vincent Deighan, who, born on this day in 
Glasgow in 1968, has proved a huge hit in the US. 
Quitely has worked on such well-known cartoon series 
as "The New X-Men" and "All Star Superman". 
 
19 January 

Today in 1736 marks the birth of James Watt, 
mathematical instrument maker and another example 
of a great Scottish mind. Watt didn't go to school, 
instead he worked long hours in his father's workshop. 
He developed the steam engine, invented the condensor 
and the copying machine. His improvements to the 
Newcomen steam engine brought him acclaim and 
wealth. His condensor made steam power the driving 
force of the nineteenth century and he is regarded as 
one of the founding fathers of the Industrial 
Revolution. Most famously, he had the unit of power, 
the Watt, named after him. 
 
20 January 
Today in 1805 the chemist Thomas Graham, was born. 
Graham is famous for discovering the diffusion rate of 
gasses, which is known as 'Graham's Law'. He is also 
called the "father of colloid chemistry", and was the 
author of 'Elements of Chemistry'. 
 
21 January 
Today in 1613 the cleric George Gillespie was born. A 
leader of the Church of Scotland, Gillespie negotiated 
with the Church of England for the freedom of the 
Scottish Church to diverge from Anglican doctrine and 
worship. Gillespie died in December 1648. 
 
22 January 
On January 22 1570 James Stewart, the Regent Moray 
on the abdication of Mary Queen of Scots, was 
murdered in Linlithgow. The assassination by James 
Hamilton of Bothwellhaugh triggered civil war. 
 
23 January 
Scotland was plunged into turmoil after James Stewart, 
1st Earl of Moray was assassinated today in 1570 
during a visit to a monastery in Perth. Moray had been 
appointed Regent of Scotland following Queen Mary's 
abdication and his death would see Scotland plunged 
into yet another series of the factional conflicts that had 
plagued the country since the middle ages. 
 
24 January 
January 24, 76AD, is the probable date of birth of 
Publius Aelius Hadrianus, who built Hadrian’s Wall to 
cut off Scotland from the rest of Britain.The wall was 
built in 122AD and stood as the northern frontier of the 
Roman Empire for over two hundred years. 
 
25 January 
On 25 January 1759 poet Robert Burns was born. 
Scotland's National Bard entered the world in a clay 
biggan at Alloway. Although born into a poor family, 
Burns's father enrolled him at a local school and the 
poet's love of language was born. 
 
26 January 
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On January 26 1861 the one o’clock gun was fired for 
the first time from Edinburgh Castle. The gun was 
commissioned to act as an audible signal of the time 
during bad weather. The gun was connected to an 
electric clock in the Royal Observatory on Calton Hill 
by an electric cable over 4,000 feet long. 
 
27 January 
The trial of the men behind the Gunpowder Plot began 
today in 1606. The plot - to kill the British monarch 
James VI/I and his Parliament - had been hatched by a 
group of English Catholics who intended to ferment a 
rebellion against Protestant rule and install a head of 
state of their choosing. Needless to say, the trial was a 
formality with all those accused being found guilty and 
executed by being hanged, drawn and quartered. The 
best known of the conspirators was Guy Fawkes, 
whose death is still celebrated each year in the UK on 
Bonfire Night. 
 
28 January 
Andrew Carnegie founded the Carnegie Institution of 
Washington today in 1902. In his own words, "It is 
proposed to found in the city of Washington, an 
institution which ... shall in the broadest and most 
liberal manner encourage investigation, research, and 
discovery [and] show the application of knowledge to 
the improvement of mankind...". 
 
29 January 
Today in 1928 Earl Haig, the Commander in Chief of 
British forces 1915-18 and founder of the British 
Legion, died. One of the leading military commanders 
of World War One, Haig was Commander in Chief of 
the British forces for most of the war. He was the 
architect of the controversial and bloody strategy of 
attrition which resulted in huge losses of men and little 
material gain. Haig's most lasting legacy is the fund 
that bears his name and which still raises money for ex-
servicemen and women through the sale of red poppies 
and other means, but the controversial aspects of his 
war leadership means that he will always remain a 
bogeyman for many in the UK and abroad who lost 
family members in the war. 
 
30 January 
On January 30 1649 King Charles I was executed. His 
execution caused a change of sides by most of the 
Scots who had previously supported the 
Parliamentarians in the English Civil War as, for all his 
faults, Charles was still a Scottish Stuart king. 
 
31 January 
Meanwhile in 1953, 66 crew were saved from the 
cargo vessel Clan MacQuarrie after it went aground 
near Borve, Lewis. In winds gusting to 100mph, it was 
the biggest ever carried out using breeches buoy in a 
single operation. 

 
Thanks to John Scott, Clan Scott, and BBC Scotland 
(http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/history/onthisday/), and 
Scotsman.com (http://heritage.scotsman.com/), About.com, 
and other miscellaneous sources. 
 

 
 
For Sale : 
Girls kilt, size 12  
Black Watch tartan  
"Highland Home Industries, made in Scotland"  
Pure virgin wool with leather and metal on straps  
Flat size 42 x 18 excluding straps  
Large silver kilt pin included  
  
$45 or best offer. 
  
Contact: Karla Hunt (377-8366) 
 Information submitted by Steve Bruce 
 
 

You can email the Officers and Board at 
Board@StAndrewsSociety.org. Each of the 
officers can be directly emailed at President@... 
VicePresident@... Secretary@... and 
Treasurer@...        

 

Contributions Please!   
 
Please send any articles, music/book reviews, 
jokes, recipes or information on upcoming events 
(of a Celtic nature) to Analee Evans at 
analee_e@hotmail.com or P.O. Box 3972, Glen 
Allen, VA  23058, by the end of January. This 
is your St. Andrew’s Society newsletter . . . so 
please send something you would like to see in 
it!   Thank you!  
 
 
 


