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Calendar

Apr. 11 St. Andrew’s Society Business
Meeting at The Church of the Holy Comforter
(Monument Ave. at Staples Mill Rd.); We
gather at 6:30 pm to socialize and the meeting
begins at 7:00 pmAnalee Evanswill speak on
Celtic springtime festivaleltic buffet.

Apr. 14 Strawberry Hill Races, Those who
have purchased their Shuttle Passes for the
Strawberry Hill Races need to pick up their
tickets and passes at the General Meeting on
April 11.

May 9 St. Andrew’s Society Business
Meeting at The Church of the Holy Comforter
(Monument Ave. at Staples Mill Rd.); We
gather at 6:30 pm to socialize and the meeting
begins at 7:00 pm. Guest speaker/slash
demonstration TBACeltic buffet

Jun. 13 St. Andrew’s Society Business &
Potluck Dinner Meeting at The Church of the
Holy Comforter (Monument Ave. at Staples
Mill Rd.); Elections; We gather at 6:30 pm to
socialize and the meeting begins at 7:00 pm.
It's aPot Luck Dinner, so please bring a dish to
share.

SCOTLAND’S HISTORY:

St  Columba, the Columbian
Church, Kenneth MacAlpine, and
Scotland!

St Columba is considered by most to be thg
greatest of the Scottish saints even though he
was Irish. He was born in County Donegal in
521 and was a direct descendent of Niall of th
Nine Hostages (founder of the O’'Neil clan of
Ireland and, by extension, MacNeal of
Scotland). He became a monk and was late
ordained a priest in the Celtic Christian church
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(this was a distant cousin of the Roman
Catholic Church). At the time it was common
that church leaders were also nobles and their
loyalty was often caught between clan and
church. Columba became involved in a dispute
with another church leader, Saint Finnian, over
the copying of a prayer book. The disputed
ended up in a large battle in 561 with a very
large number of men being killed. Columba
was shocked by the deaths and exiled himself to
Alba (an old name for what we now call
Scotland).

Columba went with 12 followers to the Mull of
Kintyre but, since one can see Ireland from the
Mull, he moved north until he found the small
island of lona, It was there that he established
the abbey that was to be his home for the rest of
his life. From lona he went on missionary
travels  throughout Northern Scotland,
converting the native Picts and becoming know
as an honest broker between the constantly
feuding small kingdoms. He supposedly
converted Bridei, king of Fortriu, in Inverness.
This conversion had a major affect on
converting many of the Picts to Christianity.

The first biography of St ColumbaVita
Columbaewas written by Adomnan, the ninth
Abbot of lona, who died in 704. In it Adomnan
tells of St Columba rescuing a man from a
monster on the Ness River; this is the first
recorded reference to the Loch Ness monster!

The importance of St Columba should not be
underestimated. He was, in the Celtic Church
tradition, recognized as a saint and so addressed
during his life. He brought Christianity to large
parts of Scotland and his abbey on lona
preserved documents (including ancient pagan
classical writings) during the darkest part of the
Dark Ages. He paved the way into Alba for the
Irish Scotia who followed. St Columba died in
597 on lona.



The Celtic Church (or Columbian Church as it
became known later in Scotland) was 3
monastic based church. Priests ranked belo
monks and bishops below abbots. There wa
little pomp and ceremony: services were
normally held outdoors or in small, plain
buildings. The Church taught that God wantec
His followers to be joyful and that life was

meant to be good. Monks and priests could and

did marry (nuns, however, could not). Offices
within the Church were frequently hereditary.
Knowledge was important and scholarly
pursuits were strongly encouraged.

A small kingdom in Northeast Ireland, Dal
Riata, expanded into the Southern part of Alba
beginning in the 8 century. Supposedly St
Columba ordained Aedan mac Gabrain king o
Dal Riata. Aedan expanded his control ove
much of Western Scotland to include most of
Argyll, Bute, Lochaber, the Inner Hebrides, and
the Outer Hebrides up to Skye.

Cinaed mac Ailpin (Anglicised to Kenneth
MacAlpin) was born around 800 and was King
of Dal Riata. Through battles and marriage h¢
was able to unite most (but not all) of the smal
kingdoms that existed at the time into one
kingdom, which became known as Scotlanc
(after the supposedly ancient Celtic tribe of
Scotia). He benefited from having chosen his
parents wisely: his father was King of Dal Riata
(who used a paternal succession) and hi
mother was daughter of the King of the Picts
(who followed a maternal succession): thus hg
was the heir to two thrones. This lineage is nov
doubted by most historians but it makes a goo
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story and it is fact that his sons succeeded him

as King of the Scots.
NEXT: Vikings and the real MacBeth
--- Jeffrey E Kelso, FSA Scot

For Further Reading:

The historical novels of Nigel Tranter are
highly regarded by historians and readers alikg.
He published over sixty historical novels (plus
juveniles, mysteries, Westerns (!), and
architectural studies. His novels are frequently

available at book stands at most of the Scottish

Games and are available online through Alibris
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(http://www.alibris.com). In Scotland one can
find his books in any bookstore. Two of his
earliest (chronologically) novels are "Columba"
and "Kenneth". Both give a wonderful feel for
the era and the people.

Irish Festival drew record numbers

The 22¢ annual Irish Festival was held on
Church Hill on March 24 and 2%. The
weather was beautiful which brought out the
crowds in record numbers. | don't think I've
ever seen the crowds so large. Saturday started
off with the traditional parade that ran along
Broad Street from 2% Street to 28 Street.
Many of the local societies were present, as was
the Tidewater Scottish Society.

Our own St. Andrew’s Legion Pipe and Drums

lead the parade. The Richmond Greater Pipe
and Drums ended it. The event had an
exceptional number of local and regional

musicians performing on two separate stages.
There was a very large children’s play area,
which was full up with kids burning off extra

energy. Food was plentiful. Choices ranged
from burgers and dogs to fish and chips. St.
Patrick’s Church was cooking up its usual fare
of traditional Irish foods. Sneaky Pete was
back. This time he had helpers. His line never
got too long. Shopping was a very active
pastime. Vendors were spread out and
numerous. Many from last year’'s event as well
as the Highland Games were present. Most
focused on lIrish items, however some Scottish
goods could be found. St. John’s Church had
reenactments of Patrick Henry's speech
throughout the day. If one was lucky, you could



catch a glimpse of Saint Patrick himself
walking around. We had our tent set up or]
Broad Street, which was a great location tg
meet a lot of people. Even though the event ran
a longer this year than in the past due to th
change in daylight savings time, it was still a lot
of fun. Mark calendars for next. It's not to be
missed.
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The United States Marines

-- Steve Bruce

Nominations Please!

Do you want to do more for your St. Andrew's
Society? Interested in running for a position or
the board? Or wish to nominate someone for p
board position. Please contact Patti Stone at
Patti823@aol.com by the May 9, 2007
meeting. Nominees will be announced at the
May meeting and the June Newsletter.

The following positions are open for elections
at the June 13, 2007 meeting.

President

Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

2-4 board positions

Greater Richmond Chorus holds
Free Concert April 9th

Greater Richmond Chorus (a chapter of Sweet
Adelines International) is holding a Friends and
Family Concert on Monday, April 9, 2007 at
8:00pm at St. Augustine Catholic Church (4400
Beulah Rd.) | sing bass with the chorus and
would like to invite my SASR friends to attend
this free event, which is really a dress rehearsal
for our Annual Regional Competition in
Winston-Salem NC held the following
weekend. We won Regionals the last time we
competed in 2005 (so we adarn goodif | do

say so myself!) We will perform our contest set
(a ballad and an uptune) and other songs from
our repertoire. There will be twderrific
guartets performing their contest sets as well.
Please do come! Once you hear barbershop
harmony GRC style, you will be hooked!

-- Lennie Geipel

Newsletter Contributions Please!

Please send any articles, music/book reviews,
jokes, recipes or information on upcoming
events (of a Celtic nature) teennie Geipel at
geipel@mac.conor PO Box 2663, Glen Allen
VA 23058 by the end of MarchThis is your

St. Andrew’s Society newsletter . . . so please
send something you would like to see in it!
Thank you!




