Mar ch 2005

Saltire Sentin€l

‘Newsletter of the St. Andrew’s Society of Richmond, Inc.

PO Box 3972, Glen Allen Virginia 23058, www.standr ewssociety.or g

Calendar

Mar.9 St. Andrew’s Society of
Richmond Business M eeting, Extra
Billy’s Smokehouse & Brewery, 1110
Alverser Drive, Midlothian, VA 23113
Phone: (804) 379-8727. Pleasersvp by
Friday, March 4 to Lennie Geipe

Geipel @mac.com or 965-9622 so we may
give an accurate count to the restaurant. We
will gather at 6:30pm, order our dinners,
have our business meeting and then have
dinner. We may order off the menu and
individual checkswill be allowed. Cash,
credit cards, and personal checks are
accepted. There will be 18% gratuity. Nick
Deluca, an amateur Highland game athl ete,
aswell as ateacher and coach with Hanover
County Public Schools, will bethereto
discuss Highland Athletics and Games.

Mar. 19-20 Irish Festival a Broad &
25" St., Church Hill. Two days of fun,
music, vendors, exhibition, Irish food and
drink, as well as games and face painting for
the children. St. Andrew's Society will have
abooth at the festival aswell asan entry in
the parade. The parade opens the festival
beginning at 10:00 am on Saturday. Mayor
Douglas Wilder isthe Grand Marshall. Sat.
10:00 am - 7:00 pm and Sun. 10:00 am -
6:00 pm. Thisfestival isthe major
fundraiser for St. Patrick's Church

www.sai nhtpatrickchurchhill.org/

Apr. 13 St. Andrew’s Society of
Richmond Business M eeting at
Dumbarton Library, 6800 Staples Mill
Road, Richmond, Virginia 23228,

(804) 262-6507. For directions:
www.co.henrico.va.ug/library/dudir.htm
We gather at 6:30pm, business meeting at
7:00pm. Celtic Buffet (please bring
munchies/dessert, soft drinks, but absolutely
no alcohol).

May 14 St. Andrew’sPicnic at Echo
Lake Park, 5701 Springfield Road. The
shelter has been reserved from 3:00PM to
dusk. Food, fun, games, music—so reserve
thisdate! More details coming soon.
Directions. Take 64W to Staples Mill Road
West Exit. Cross over Parham Road and
Hungary Road. Turn left on Springfield
Road. Continue and bear right on
Springfield Road. Park entranceis on the
left.

2005 Richmond Highland Games
& Cedltic Festival

Saturday & Sunday,

October 22 & 23, 2005
Richmond Raceway Complex

I know we are al awaiting the sighting of
thefirst robin to signify the coming of
Spring, but we are aready hard at work with
plansfor the 11" Annual Richmond
Highland Games & Celtic Festival. Our goa
isto continually make this a better event
each and every year.

| have already received many Clan
Reservations and | appreciate those who
have already registered. However, there are
Clansthat have requested to be next to or
near certain other clans or organizations and
| have yet to receive their registrations. |
want to make sure everyone has the location
they request, but | can’t do it until | have
their registration. As| mentioned in my
|etter to all the Clans and Societies, |ocations
are determined by the order in which they
arereceived. At thistime, it isthe only fair
way to do this.

Please send in your registration as soon as
possibleif you desire a specific location. |



will do my very best to honor your requests,
but | need your help. If you have not
received aregistration packet, please call me
at 804-569-3228 and | will get one out to
you. Thanksfor helping me help you. This
isgoing to be agreat Games and you are a
very important part of it.

-- Dick Harman
March in History

2nd, 1316: Birth of Robert Il. Insuresthe
succession of Robert The Bruce's'‘line'.
3rd, 1847: Birth of Alexander Graham Bell,
inventor of the telephone.
5™ FloraMacDonald died.
6™: Henry | of Scotland, last Stuart claimant
to the throne, died (Charlie’ s brother)
8" Eric Linkletter, Scottish writer, bornin
Wales
17" Some strange & unusual Irish
celebration (?) St. Patrick? OK!
19'": Alexander 111 of Scotland dies.

James ‘ Scott” Skinner, renowned
Scottish fiddler dies.
25" 1306: King Robert the Bruce crowned
at Scone
27™ James V1 of Scotland died.
28" Berwick (“Berick”)- on-Tweed
captured by the English & annexed to
England.

-- Gordon Duffus

John Wallace Presented
“ Scot of the Year 2004 Award”

At their Burns Night Celebration on 29
January 2005, The Saint Andrew’s Society
of Tidewater presented their “ Scot of the
Year Award for 2004” to John Robert
Wallace of Virginia Beach. This annual
honor is awarded to a member of the Greater
Tidewater Area who makes significant
contributionsto the local, regional, national,
and/or international Scottish Community.
John, who is ahighly decorated retired
Coast Guard Captain, isthe current
President of Clan Wallace Society

Worldwide, a Past President of the Saint
Andrew’ s Society of Tidewater, a Past
President of the Scottish Society of
Richmond, a Past President of the Virginia-
Carolina Scottish Society, and has held high
officesin severa other regional Scottish
Societies. Johnis also a Knight Commander
in the Sovereign Military Order of the
Temple of Jerusalem, a Knight Grand
Officer in the Imperia Ethiopian Order of
Saint Mary of Zion, and an FSAScot. For his
many important contributions and his
continued strong support and involvement in
Scottish Affairs, John was awarded an
engraved Plague from Society President Joe
Hood.

Strawberry Hill Races—
A special opportunity for SASR

The St. Andrew's Society of Richmond has
been offered the opportunity to use a private
Skysuite at Colonial Downs for the 73rd
running of the Strawberry Hill races on
April 16, 2005. The Strawberry Hill Races
are presented annually by The State Fair of
Virginiaas part of its annual roster of events
and promotes its mission to support youth
and education by raising funds for its Y outh



Scholarship Program.

The Skysuite is offered to us as a non-profit
organization and our only commitment isto
purchase at least 15 shuttle passes/tickets for
theraces. For avery limited time, the
shuttle passes/tickets are at a discount rate of
$25.00. The pass includes shuttle bus
service from the RIR complex to the races
and back aswell as aticket to theraces. The
Shuttle Buses run continuously from
Richmond Raceway Complex to Colonial
Downs and back from 9:30 am. to 7:00 p.m.
on Race day. For those preferring
Strawberry Hill’ s unique and popular
Carload transportation/admission option,
Shuttle Passes in this offer can be exchanged
at the rate of 4 Shuttle= 1 Carload. So, if
you have 4 people and want to drive to
Colonial Downs, you may do so. For those
of you who have not been to the Strawberry
Hill races at Colonial Downs, private cars
are not allowed unless you have purchased
the carload pass. Thisis due to parking
restrictions at the site. So, the only way to
get there is either by carload pass, or by
purchasing a shuttle/ticket pass and riding
from RIR.

Skysuites are located on the private Fourth
Floor of the Colonial Downs Clubhouse,
offering all-weather, climate controlled
enclosed viewing of the Races, with private
bal cony, seating, bar/refrigerator/serving
area, plenty of room for entertaining and a
private restroom. We are also alowed to
bring in our own food and beverages to the
sKkysuite. So, we can set up our usual Celtic
buffet.

Special credentials will beissued to provide
accessto thisprivate area. Skysuites
provide adirect view of thefinish line,
homestretch and entire racecourse. Of
course, you may also hang out around the
racetrack with other friends who are
enjoying the races, if you wish.

The St. Andrew's Society will receive a
listing in the Race Program and we will also
have the opportunity to display our banner
on the highly visible skysuite rail.

If you have never been to the Strawberry
Hill races, this might be your opportunity to
check it out. Itisawaysalot of fun--one of
Richmond's premier social events of Spring.
And, if you have been in the past, you know
how much funitis.

S0, you can see thisis awonderful
opportunity to enjoy aday at the races with
our SASR friends. We have 32 people who
have paid for spaces and can only
accommodate 50 in the suite, so send your
money in ASAP if you want to attend.
Please let me know by email and send your
payment to SASR at our PO Box 3972, Glen
Allen, VA 23058 ASAP.

Beverly Cochrane

St. Andrew’s Legion Pipes &
DrumsFirst C.D.

The SA.L.P.&D. hasjust finished recording
it'svery first C. D. Production should be
final in about two weeks, once dl the
artwork and editing has been complete.

If you want to purchase aC. D or more,
please consider placing an order now in
advance. Thiswill help our Treasurer figure
on how many we should order to in advance
of the onesto be sold in public.

We ask that you either make payment in
Check or Money Order in the amount of
$15.00 per C.D. Don't worry about the
shipping; we will take care of that.

Whether you're Scottish, Irish, Native
American, Military Veteran, Southern, or
just down right want to bug theidiot blasting
his Bass next to you at the stoplight, you're
going to loveit.

Make Checks and Money Orders payable
to: St. Andrews L egion Pipes & Drums

Please send payment to:
Tim Lewis Batten/ St. Andrews Legion



PO Box 341
Mechanicsville, VA 23111

-- Tim Lewis Batten, President of the St.
Andrews Legion Pipes and Drums

“An Abominable Heathenish
Practice”

What a great titlefor an article.........
even | want to read further. But | suppose
that I'll have to write it instead.

Every January 11" (New Year's Day on
the Old Calendar, changed in 1660), the
folks of Burghead (Morayshire, Scotland)
take to carrying around town a burning
barrel filled with wood & tar. This*Burning
of the Clavie’ has been taking place for
millennium and continues the Celtic practice
of making afire to bring back the sunlight of
Spring. Many villagesin Scotland’ s North
East had this practice but it was all but
stamped out by the wanna-be-non-fun-
loving-Presbyterian Church (The Kirk) in
1704 when Clavie Burning was forbidden by
law. There were some locations that
succumbed to the new law (Duffus Parish,
‘just down the street’, was one) but
Burghead, with its Pictish origins thumbed
its collective nose at convention and
continued the practice to this day.

The flaming barrel is carried through Burg
head' s streets, with folks grabbing the
falling embers (for good luck) and then up to

an ancient stone altar on Doorie Hill where
the Clavie is set in place and more fuel is
until the whole hill is ablaze.
This year, there was a particularly strong
wind and the local copstried to keep the
crowd away from thefire... but to no
avail.......... and the whole hill lit up.

| would truly love to see this spectaclein
person but going to Scotland in January to
watch a bunch of out-of-work-fishermen set
the town on fire may not be what | should be
doingin January... YESIT IS!
If you'reinterested in this sort of stuff, there
isavideo: “The Burning of the Clavie: One
of Europe’s Most Ancient and Spectacular
Fire Festivals’ which used to be (& still may
be) available at:
www.scotland-info.co.uk/a bavision.htm

-- Gordon Duffus

Recipes Anyone?

If anyone wants to submit arecipe for the
new cookbook, please email or mail me with
it. Thank you! Email: Lisa7454@att.net

or mail to: LisaDeiss, 7454 Plum Rose
Court, Mechanicsville, VA 23111

Contributions?
Please send them in!

Please send any articles, music/book reviews
or information on upcoming events (of a
Celtic nature) to Lennie Gelpel at

gei pel @mac.com or PO Box 2663, Glen
Allen VA 23058 by the end of March.

Thank you.

Advertisements may now be placed in the
Saltire Sentinel. The cost per month is $45
for aquarter page, $90 for a half page and
$150 for awhole page. Discounts will be
given for ads placed for multiple months.
Please email the ad to the address above and
cc Beverly987@aol.com and mail your
payment to St. Andrew’ s Society of
Richmond, PO Box 3972, Glen Allen VA
23058.




