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Calendar

Jan. 8 St. Andrew’s Society Hogmanay
Celebration at Virginia Center Crossings
6:30—10:30 pm

Jan. 29 Burns Dinner —St. Andrew’s
Society of Tidewater

Feb. 2 St. Andrew’s Saciety of Richmond
joint meeting with the Historical Society;
details TBA.

Mar.9 St. Andrew’s Society of
Richmond Business M eeting, location
TBA (We cannot meet at the church on
Weds. during lent.)

Apr. 13 St. Andrew’s Society of
Richmond Business M eeting at the Church
of the Holy Comforter, 4819 Monument
Ave.

Burns' Night Dinner Jan 29th

The Burns' Dinner for St Andrew’s of
Tidewater will be held on Saturday,

Jan 29, 2005 at the Broad Bay Country Club
at Lords Landing in Virginia Beach at 6 pm.
Cost will be $ 35. per person. Meal
selections include Salmon, Prime Rib, and
Chicken. Checks made to Saint Andrew’s
Society of Tidewater and meal selections
should be sent to Robert MacGregor,
Treasurer, Saint Andrew’ s Society of
Tidewater, Virginia, 221 Smith Drive,
Smithfield, VA 23430-1444, to arrive prior
to Jan 20th. | will bring a supply of the
invitation brochures with me to Hogmanay
Dinner next Sat for those interested.

-- John Wallace

January in History

3 1481: Robert Boyd, a prominent Scottish
statesman was beheaded for his part in the
kidnapping of James .

5™ 1984: Ronald MacDonald Douglas (no
relation!), a prominent Scottish Nationalist
died.

17" 1746: The last Jacobite victory at the
Battle of Falkirk.

25" 1759: Robert Burns, Scotland’ s Bard,
was born.

26" 1316: Edward Bruce, Robert’ s brother,
engages the English forces at the Battle of
Ardscull, Ireland.

27" 1784: With their enlistments having
expired, the men of the 77" Highland
Infantry mutiny against their officers rather
than being shipped to India.

28", 1881: James Miln, the Scottish
excavator of Carnac, Brittany, died.

29" 1716: The Scottish Jacobite army
begins a‘ scorched-earth’ retreat in order to
delay the Anglo-Dutch force hoping to
intercept them.

-- Gordon Duffus
Recipes Anyone?
If anyone wants to submit arecipe for the

new cookbook, please email or mail me with
it. Thank you! email: Lisa7454@att.net

Lisa Deiss
7454 Plum Rose Court
Mechanicsville, VA 23111



The Basket-Hilt

What is more Scottish than The Basket-Hilt
Broad Sword? OK.... maybe two breeds of
dogs and maybe the Haggis and maybe the
kilt, and maybe the bagpipes, and maybe
some amber liquid......... but aside from
those FEW exceptions, what IS more
Scottish than the Basket-hilt? Nothing! |
guess I’ ve made my point.

Actualy, the first Basket-Hilts evolved on
The Continent but came to ‘their finest hour’
in Scotland, that being a place where old
stuff was and still isrevered... and maybe
refined (?)... like The Mars Bar?

Itisdifficult to pin down the exact date of
the inception of this, the most glorious of
edged weapons  as many blades had
‘retrospective’ dates engraved upon them...
just to make ‘em appear to be older than
they were. Maybe a Sassenach plot (?).
Cluny Castle has a Basket-hilt engraved
with the date of “1414” . Another, belonging
to a Graham of Craigburnett has a date of “
1499".

There are some historians who say/write
that the Basket-Hilt was introduced into
Scotland through England. Others believe
that it came direct from Germany. I'd like to
think that we invented it but am content with
al of the other things that Scotland’s
children actually did invent. By 1602, the
English were calling this weapon “The Irish
Hilt” as many of the Irish engaged in trying
to expel the English from Ireland were
equipped with this type of sword... dueto
their affiliation with the Highland and Island
Clans... who helped in this endeavor... but
apparently not too much (?). In Scotland,
this sword was called “ The Highland Guard”
or “The Highland Hilt". There are no

portraits of any Highlanders wearing this
sword prior to 1670......... but we know,
because we read what came before this, that
the Basket-Hilt was around in Scotland
before this date. See... reading IS good

When the blades (and the ever-so-lovely
hilts) are 18" century creations, it's awhole
lot easier to date them as there are portraits
depicting the weapons and many were | eft
along side of their deceased ownerson
various battlefields throughout Scotland. A
few Scottish Regiments were equipped with
steel Basket-Hilts although they’ re not very
pretty. Persondly, | like the brass
hilts...although | wouldn't be opposed to
owning a silver and gold Basket-Hilt... like
the one supposedly belonging to Prince
Charles Edward Stuart.

In any configuration or made of any
material; brass, steel, or gold & silver, these
weapons have become symbols of Scotland.
Good stuff.

-- Gordon Duffus

Plan Ahead!

The 11th Annua Richmond Highland
Games & Celtic Festival will take place
Saturday and Sunday, October 22 & 23,
2005 at Richmond Raceway Complex.

The Reservation Forms will be sent by early
February. Please remember: al Clan Tent
Locations are based on when the
reservations are received. | will do my very
best to place people next to each other or
close to each other, but it is almost
impossible to "save" spaces until |

get their reservation forms.

-- Dick Harman



Dinner at Grapevinell

Our December meeting was held at the
Grapevinell. 1t was alovely evening—nice
atmosphere, excellent food and, of course,
the best of company! Thanks go to Chris
Rapp for arranging this event. Our next
dinner meeting will likely be March 9
(location TBA) so mark your calendars now
and don’t miss out on the fun!

Contributions?
Please send them in!

Please send any articles, music/book reviews
or information on upcoming events (of a
Celtic nature) to Lennie Gelpel at

geipel @geipel.info or PO Box 2663, Glen
Allen VA 23058 by the end of January.
Thank you.

Advertisements may now be placed in the
Saltire Sentinel. The cost per month is $45
for aquarter page, $90 for a half page and
$150 for awhole page. Discountswill be
given for ads placed for multiple months.
Please email the ad to the address above and
cc Beverly987@aol.com and mail your
payment to St. Andrew’s Society of
Richmond, PO Box 3972, Glen Allen VA
23058.




