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Calendar  
 

Oct. 13  St. Andrew’s Society of 
Richmond Business Meeting at The 
Church of the Holy Comforter (Episcopal) 
on Monument Ave. at Staples Mill Rd.  We 
gather to socialize at 6:30 pm and the 
meeting begins at 7 pm. This will be a joint 
meeting with The I r ish American Society 
with speakers from both groups discussing 
various topics that link the groups, for 
example the Stone of Destiny.  Celtic 
Buffet:  If you would like, please bring 
desserts, munchies or beverages to share. 

Oct. 23-24  Richmond Highland Games &  
Celtic Festival! www.richmondceltic.com 

 
Nov. 10   St. Andrew’s Society of 
Richmond POTLUCK SUPPER &  
Business Meeting at The Church of the 
Holy Comforter (Episcopal) on Monument 
Ave. at Staples Mill Rd.  We gather to 
socialize at 6:30 pm and the meeting begins 
at 7 pm. Members are asked to bring a 
covered Scottish dish and the recipe.  We 
will collect the recipes for inclusion in our 
next cookbook.  The meeting will be a good 
time to try out recipes.  Maybe we’ ll even 
take photos and collect comments. 
 Need ideas?  Chr is Rapp has found several 
websites for Irish and Scottish recipes: 
www.allrecipes.com 
www.recipesource.com 
 www.foodtv.com 

Membership Renewals 

Membership renewals were due on July 1st 
and if members have not renewed, they need 
to do so by the October meeting, or they will 
be removed from the distribution list. 

I t’s almost here . . . 
The 10th Annual Richmond 
Highland Games &  Celtic 
Festival October  23 &  24, 2004! 
 
October has always been my favorite 
month—the crisp cool air, changing hues, 
finally getting to wear that best-loved wool 
sweater—and it’ s time for the 10th Annual 
Richmond Highland Games &  Celtic 
Festival! On October 23 & 24, it’ s time for 
Music, Food, Friends and Large Men 
Throwing Stuff . . . and the best shopping of 
the year! 
 
Tickets include two stages of entertainment, 
competitions in heavy athletics, Highland 
Dance, Fiddle and Harp, living history, clan 
presentations and access to authentic food, 
drink and wares. 
 
Advance One Day Ticket - $12.00 
Weekend Ticket - $22.00 
Call (804) 569-3232 to charge by phone 
Visa and MasterCard ONLY 
 
GATE PRICES 
One-Day Pass - $16.00 
Weekend Pass - $22.00 
Children 10 & Under – Free 
Dogs - $4.00 (Rabies Tag Required) 
 



  

 – 2 – 

Competition Schedules: 
 
Highland Dance Competition 
Saturday, October 23, 2004 at 9 am 
Sunday, October 24, 2004 at 11 am 
  
Heavy Athletics Competition 
U. S. Celtic Nationals - Saturday, Oct 23, 
2004 at 9:30 am 
Amateur Athletics - Sunday, Oct 24, 2004 at 
11 am 
 
Piping &  Drumming Competitions 
Piping - Saturday, Oct 23, 2004 at 9 am 
Drumming - Saturday, Oct 23, 2004 at 10 
am 
 
Pipe Band Competition - Saturday, Oct 23, 
2004 at 1:00 pm 
 
Harp Competition 
Sunday, Oct 24, 2004 at 10 am 
 
I r ish Fiddle Competition 
Saturday, Oct 23, 2004 at 1:30 pm 
 
Scottish Fiddle Competition 
Saturday, Oct 23, 2004 at 10 am 
 
Do come sign in at the St. Andrew’s tent and 
leave your cell phone number (if you wish) 
so that other members can reach you to get 
together for an event, meal, etc. And of 
course sign up to “work the booth” .  It is 
quite rewarding to help people look up their 
family names to find their tartans and crests 
and begin to make a connection with their 
Celtic heritage. 
 
For more information, contact Dick Harman 
at 569-3228 or Marilyn Wetton at 569-3221. 
 
www.richmondceltic.com 
 
--Lennie Geipel 
for  Dick Harman  
(who is up to his ears in the State Fair ! ���� ) 
 
 
 
 

 
A Ghost Story 
 
When I was in The Navy......... oh sooooooo 
many years ago, ©true© stories would always 
start off with, "And this ain©t no bull". Well,  
This ain©t no bull! �   Although this is an 
Irish based story, it is relevant for October 
(Beltane, All Hollow©s Eve, Halloween, All 
Saint©s Day, etc.)..... bear with me... it©s 
pretty cool. 
   After spending as many years as I did as a 
Cop and Homicide Detective, I know how to 
read a face........ lying faces and truth-telling 
faces. The story I©m about to relate came 
from a ©truth-telling-face©........and one that 
was also married to a cop. 
   When we lived in Northern Virginia, 
Cindy & I had a really good friend named 
Maggie Reilly. She had been born in 
Dunloe, Donegal, Ireland and lived on a 
farm before coming to The U.S. Her 
husband, Phil, was a cop with me but 
committed suicide somewhere along the 
way..... after Cindy and I had moved down 
here. But that©s not the story. 
   When Maggie was younger (weren©t we 
all?), her dad became ill. Maggie’s aunt and 
uncle came to her farm to help take care of 
things while the old man mended. One day 
(don©t most stories start this way?), Maggie’s 
aunt decided that a walk into town was 
needed and grabbed up Maggie to walk with 
her.  Maggie’s dad was upstairs in bed and 
her uncle was ensconced on a chair at the 
bottom of the stairs.  As the two ladies  
walked over the fields, Maggie heard her 
father calling to her. The two stopped as her 
father came up to them. Maggie’s aunt 
berated her brother for being out of bed as 
he was ill but the old man said that he just 
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wanted to say goodbye as no one had come 
upstairs to let him know that they were 
leaving. They said their goodbyes and the 
old man walked back to his house and the 
two ladies continued on to town. 
   When they returned home, much later in 
the day, Maggie’s aunt ©got all over© her 
husband for allowing her sick brother to 
leave the house. Her husband swore that the 
old man had never come down the stairs at  
anytime during the day. Everyone went up 
to the old man©s room and they found him 
dead. 
........................................................................ 
Some Beltane Readings (without 
commentary): 
 
Scottish Stor ies of Fantasy &  Horror  
Peter Haining, Bonanza 1988, ISBN: 0-517-
65500-4 
 
Halloween: and Other  Festivals of Death 
Jack Santino, University of Tennessee Press 
1994, ISBN: 0-87049-813-4 
 
Ghostly Tales &  Sinister  Stor ies of Old 
Edinburgh 
Alan J. Wison, Minstream Publishing 1991, 
ISBN: 1-85158-456-0 
 
Prophecies of the Brahan Seer  
Alexander Mackenzie, Constable 1978, 
ISBN: 0-09-461720-1 
 
Scotland©s Ghosts and Appar itions 
Terrence Whitaker, Hale 1991, ISBN: 0-
7090-4441-0 
 
Hallowe©en 
F. Marian McNeill, Albyn Press 1970 
 
The Monsters of Loch Ness 
Roy P. Mackal, Futura Publications Limited 
1976, ISBN: 0-8600-7381-5 
 
The Fairy Faith in Celtic Countr ies 
W. Y. Evans Wentz, Colin Symthe1977, 
ISBN: 0-901072-51-8 
 

Murder Most Scottish 
Stephan Dziemiannowicz (?), Barnes & 
Noble 1999, ISBN: 0-7607-1154-2 
 
-- Gordon D. Duffus 
 
 
St. Andrew’s Legion Pipes and 
Drums’  New Uniforms 
 
To all the membership of the SARS, we, the 
St. Andrews Legion Pipes & Drums, wish to 
thank you for your kind donations and 
support in our unit obtaining the new 
uniforms, as you see in the pictures. We 
have nearly completed our needs, thanks to 
fine outstanding Scots like you. 
 
Aye, 
 
Tim Lewis Batten,  
Pipe Major of the SALPDs 
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Just a Wee Piece on The Fair ies 
 

   Don’ t let the title fool you…….. this isn’ t 
about ‘Queer Eye for the Straight Guy’  
types…….. this is about REAL Fairies….. 
the ones our ancestors were prone to believe 
in and left little gifts for. Fairies could cause 
trouble, leave gifts, or generally make ‘ real 
life’  seem not so real. They built mounds, 
flew through the sky, played and sang 
music, took adult captives, stole babies, had 
great feasts, made people and livestock ill, 
lived underground, and were despised by 
The Church. I suppose that a race such as 
this just might slip into nothingness if no 
one believed in them……. but don’ t you? 
Who hasn’ t seen something moving, just out 
of the corner of your eye and when you turn 
toward the movement, there’s nothing there? 
Fairies?  Just maybe.  
   The original name for Fairies was “Fays” , 
which no one uses any longer. The name 
encompasses a whole range of beings: the 
Anglo-Saxon & Scandinavian Elves, the 
Daoine Sidhe of the Highlands, the Tuatha 
De Danann of Ireland, the Tylwyth Teg of 
Wales, plus the Seelie Court and the 
Unseelie Court, The Wee Folk, the Good 
Neighbors, and many others. A whole lot of 
names in a whole lot of places for a race that 
never existed, huh? One must also not forget 
(or trouble might come to you) The 
Trooping Fairies, the Solitary Fairies, the 
three-foot fairies and the tiny fairies, the 
fairies of human size and more than human 
size, and “ those which are wild and alien to 
man” .  Also, there were/are (?) the Fairie 
Animals.  
 

   Two good books on the subject, for those 
with an interest, are: 
 
An Encyclopedia of Fair ies: 
Hobgoblins, Brownies, Bogies, and Other  
Supernatural Creatures 
Katherine Briggs, Pantheon Books 1977, 
ISBN: 0-394-73467-X 
 
The Fairy Faith In Celtic Countr ies 
W. Y. Evans Wentz, Colin Symthe Ltd. 
1988, ISBN: 0-901072-51-8 
 
“Now we have you trapped in darkness 
 Now we keep you never leaving 
 Trade your life for not believing�               
 
-- Gordon D. Duffus 
 
A Fair ie Story 
 
   I have heard a story……. and of course 
it’ s true ‘cause I heard it � . It’ s the tale of 
two old friends who just happened to be 
pipers who were together on the streets of 
Inverness one night. I suppose that the 
incident I’m about to relate occurred in the 
early 1700’s but there’s really no way to 
know for sure. Anyway, as they walked 
down the street, they were accosted by a 
wee man who advised them that he was in 
charge of procuring entertainment for a 
party. He offered the two friends a handful 
of gold each if they’d come and play their 
pipes at his party. The pipers of course 
accepted…. and that was before there was 
any talk of drink! The stranger led them up a 
hill just outside of town (Tom-na-
sithichean…….. or “The Hill of the Fairies” ) 
and then down an entrance into the hill. 
There, the pipers found a party in full swing 
and joined their pipe music to the revels. 
They played all night and in the morning, 
they were each given a handful of gold and 
were sent on their way. The two pipers 
walked the short distance down the hill and 
into Inverness but were surprised by what 
they saw…. paved roads, automobiles, 
electric lights, etc.  They tried to talk with 
people on the street but no one understood 
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their Gaelic tongue. Finally, they were able 
to stop a man to whom they showed their 
gold (Scots will almost always stop for that). 
The man’s touch, while reaching for the 
coins, caused both pipers to turn to dust 
right there in the street. The gold also 
disintegrated. The pipers’  one night under 
the hill had actually been a few 
centuries……… you can never ever trust 
The Fairies. I was told that this incident was 
reported in the Inverness newspaper at the 
time……… but it could just be a Fairy Story 
and ….you can never trust The Fairies. 
 
-- Gordon D. Duffus 
�

Samhain to Lughnasa: The Year  
of the Ancient Celts Mini 
Seminar  
 
Join us for a fun and informative evening 
with the ancient Celts! Using PowerPoint 
slides and handouts, we’ ll look at some of 
the customs and traditions, many still alive, 
the Celtic peoples used to try and make 
sense of their world. Guide for the evening 
will be Dr. Kenneth Ostrand, award-winning 
historian and frequent visitor to the Celtic 
realms from Ireland and Scotland to Brittany 
and Wales. He’ ll follow the course of the 
year, highlighting Celtic traditions that 
focused on fertility and the passage of time. 
Along the way we’ ll meet Christian saints 
that supplanted Irish deities and learn the 
origins of some of the words and traditions 
we only dimly recall (‘ taking the cake’ , 
being ‘ in hock’  and ‘Shrove Tuesday’  are 
three such examples).  

Date: Monday, Nov. 1 
Time: 6:30–9 pm 
CRN: 80214 CEUs: .2 
Fee: $69 
Instructor : Ken Ostrand, Ph.D., 
former college historian and 
Fulbright Scholar  

Scotland:  The Highlands &  
Beyond 
Visit the land of kilts, shaggy cattle, 
and a lot more! Edinburgh, the Isle 

of Skye, and even the fabled Orkney 
Islands for the longest day of the 
year. If you want to visit the 
Highlands with IH, this is it!  

Dates: June 18–26, 2005 
Fee: TBA  
�
Three Easy Ways to Register   
Please register early! Class sizes are limited 
and registration is offered on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Course enrollment is 
reviewed at least one week in advance of the 
course start date in order to determine class 
status. Registration forms are available in 
the print catalog or online. We do not 
release registration information to outside 
parties.  
Download the registration form 
<http://oncampus.richmond.edu/academics/s
cs/document/thinkagain/reg_form.pdf>  in 
PDF format (42 KB download), print, and 
complete clearly in blue or black ink. 

Mail-in:  Complete the registration form 
and mail it with your payment to: 
Registration Coordinator  Office of 
Community and Professional Education 
University of Richmond, VA 23173   
Checks must be made payable to the 
University of Richmond. 

Walk-in:  You may register in person at the 
School of Continuing Studies Monday-
Thursday from 8:30 am - 7 pm and Fridays 
from 8:30 am – 5 pm in the Special 
Programs Building on UR Drive.  

Visit the University's Getting Here 
<http://www.richmond.edu/about/directions
/>      (click this next link) 
http://www.richmond.edu/about/directions/ 
                  page for directions.  

Fax-in:  Complete the registration form, 
including credit card information, and fax to 
(804) 484-1585 or (804) 289-8138. 
Registration Confirmation: Confirmation 
letters will be mailed prior to each class start 
date. Class location, parking permit and a 
campus map are included.  
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October  in History 
 
1st  (1263): Hakon, King of the Norwegians, 
invaded Scotland. He got his behind handed 
to him at The Battle of Largs……… which 
was also the place that the Thistle became, 
maybe, ‘The Flower of Scotland’  as it was 
said that the Vikings, creeping up on the 
sleeping Scottish camp, without armor or 
shoes, stepped on some thistles, cried out, 
and alerted the Scottish army, who then 
creamed them. But I can’ t be sure, not 
having been there. 
 
2nd  (1854): Patrick Geddes, a famous 
Scottish botanist was born. Is this note 
worthy? Probably…. if you like to grow 
stuff. 
 
4th ( 1780):  Alexander Laing, Scottish 
explorer of Africa was born.  
 
5th  (1263) : The Vikings (from the entry of 
The 1st) decided that it was time to go home 
so abandoned their effort to ‘ take’  Scotland 
this go-round. It was also their last attempt, 
as they never came back. Good on us! Good 
on The Thistle! 
 
9th (1935): Archibald Thorburn, a Scottish 
Ornithologist and painter, died. I have to 
admit to being not too upset about a Bird 
Painter’s death. Although I’m sure that his 
family was concerned. Is that what an 
‘Ornithologist’  is? Bird guy? Sometimes I 
forget. 
 
14th (1322): Robert the Bruce, invading 
England, scored a victory over the 
Sassanach in Yorkshire. ‘bout time, huh? 
 
15th (1686): Alan Ramsey, a Scottish poet, 
was born. Anybody read his works? Did he 
drink beer? 
 
16th (1774): Robert Fergusson, another 
Scottish poet, was born. Anyone heard of 
him? Did he drink beer? 
 

30th (1300): Edward of England signs a 
truce with Scotland and abandons his 
invasion. He drank beer! 
 
31st: Samhain Eve (Halloween)……..Celtic 
New Year’s Eve…… HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 
--Gordon D. Duffus  
 
Yard Sale Saturday, Oct. 2nd 
 
My church, St. Matthew©s Episcopal Church, 
is holding a Yard Sale on Saturday, 2 Oct. 
from 8 am to 2 pm at our building site at 
11915 Beach Road, Chesterfield. All 
proceeds go to our building fund. We hope 
to have our 1st phase ©up© by next Easter. 
Hope you will stop by! 
-- Gordon D. Duffus 
 

 

Winter  Escape to the Car ibbean 
 
When the “Fross is on the Punkin” , the 
temperature below zero, you could be 
basking in the sun between 70 and 80 
degrees in the islands for 10 fantastic days in 
January 2005!  Ten days of total luxury in 
an unbelievable atmosphere that one can 
only experience when sailing with friends on 
the beautiful Holland American Cruise Ship 
MS Maasdam to the Caribbean.  
It is always a good experience sailing with 
Holland American Cruise Lines, however, 
with this cruise, there are six additional 
advantages: 
 

� � The price is as good as any that are 
available for a 10 day cruise. 
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� � Bus transportation will be provided 

free of charge for members of the 
tour group, from the Elks Lodge, on 
Elks Pass Lane in Glen Allen to 
Norfolk VA and return. 

 
� � Individual vehicles can be parked at 

the Elks lodge free of charge, 
however, the parking area is 
unsecured and vehicles are parked at 
the owners’  risk. 

 
� � By January, the hurricane season is 

over. 
 

� � Prior to our departure, there will be 
a Champagne and Oysters 
Rockefeller Brunch. 

 
� � We plan to have a get together one 

Sunday afternoon in October to 
discuss early bookings for sight 
seeing trips on the islands.  We have 
been advised to make early 
bookings as there could be other 
cruise lines in port at the same time 
as we are. 

 
 

It is not our intention to micro-manage the 
cruise, just a get together to find out what is 
available and what people would like to do.  
If you are a single traveler, there could be 
another person who is single and looking for 
a cabin travel companion.  Let us know and 
we will see what we can do. 
 
The 10 day cruise departs Norfolk January 
6th at 5 pm and visits Half Moon Cay (beach 
party), San Juan (golf & tours), St. Maarten 
(tours & party), St. John Antiqua (tours), 
and St. Tomas (tours & party).  
 
Cabin cost: 
Category “ B”  with balcony  
$3159.20 for 2 
$3937.20 for 3 
 
Category “ E”  outside cabin 
$2476.80 for 2 

$3254.80 for 3 
 
Category “ K”  inside cabin 
$2178.80 for 2 
$2956.80 for 3 
 
All taxes and port charges are included. 
Deposit is $500 per person. 
The final payment is due 75 days prior to 
departure.  No air fares or bus costs – 
transportation from Richmond is a breeze. 
 
For every 15 passengers, the 16th is free.  
Everyone on the cruise will pay.  The money 
for the free passengers will pay for the bus 
and bon-voyage brunch at the Elks Lodge.  
If members of the Society support this fund 
raiser, any remaining money will be split 
between the Elks and the St. Andrew’s 
Society. 
 
We sincerely hope you will join us!  This 
promises to be a fun time.  If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact me at 
804-233-2457. 
 
Regards, 
 
Basil Nisbet 
 
 

 
Contr ibutions?   
Please send them in! 
 
Please send any articles, music/book reviews 
or information on upcoming events (of a 
Celtic nature) to Lennie Geipel at 
geipel@geipel.info or PO Box 2663, Glen 
Allen VA 23058 by the end of October. 
Thank you. 
 


