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Calendar

Feb. 11—St. Andrew’s Society of
Richmond, Inc. Business M eeting at
Buffalo Wild Wings, 7801 West Broad
Street (Stein Mart Shopping Center). Their
phone number is 672-8732 and website is
www.buffal owil dwings.com
<http://www.buffalowildwings.com>. The
meeting will be at the usual time-6:30 ish for
socializing and 7:00 ish for meeting.

Feb.21— 3 Annual Robert Burns®
Evening in celebration of the common man
hosted by the Ettrick Historical Society at
the Ettrick-Matoaca V olunteer Rescue
Squad at 7pm. An authentic Scottish meal
will be served and the haggis will be
honoured. There will be pipers and other
entertainment. Wear your colours, tartans or
kilts. Cost isonly $10 per person;
reservations required and all money must be
collected no later than February 16. Please
make checks payable to Ettrick Historical
Society and can be mailed to the society at
21101 Chesterfield Ave, Ettrick, VA 23803.
Please contact Jeffrey Anderson for any
additional information at
vi ctoriaandal bert @comcast.net
We will have directions/maps at the
meetings. Thisisopen to the public.

Feb. 28 — Seven Nationswill be playing
the Canal Club at 8:00 pm. Located at the
corner of 17th and Dock streets in Shockoe
Bottom. Tickets are $12 in advance and
available at Plan 9 Records or online at
www.thecanal club.com. Tickets will also be
available at the door for $14. There will be
an opening band that has yet to be
announced. For additional information
contact the Canal Club at 301-7276.

Mar. 3 -- Gael Sli, great band from Dublin,
will be playing Poe's and may play the St.
Patrick Festival in Church Hill.

Mar. 10 — St. Andrew’s Society of
Richmond, Inc. Meeting at 7N concert.
Seven Nationswill be playing at Clover
Hill High School, 13900 Hull St. Rd.
Tickets are adso available through Plan 9
Records, phone 320-5409. Ticketswill aso
be available at the SASR meeting on Feb
11th. Hereisaphone for more information
804-739-6230. $10 per ticket; 7 pm-- there
may be an opening act (doors open at 6 pm)

Southern Maryland Celtic
Festival April 24

The Celtic Society of Southern Maryland,
Incisholding aFestival on April 24, 2004
10am -6pm with an evening Ceilidh at 7pm
at Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum.
Events and attractionsinclude:

Genealogy Seminars, Celtic Market place,
Celtic and Regional foods, Craft
Demonstrations, Live Performances on 3
covered stages all day long, children's
highland games, storytelling.

There will be free shuttle buses from
parking to festival. The evening Ceilidhis
at an off-site location. The Societies web
page is http://www.cssm.org

-- Darlene Curtis

Mary Smith’s new website

Mary Smith’s new websiteis
www.maryfsmith.freeservers.com
<http://www.maryfsmith.freeservers.com>.
“I've redone it and included a section on my
Scottish tour in October/November with
pictures. That might be of interest -
especially my picture of the Wild Haggis!”

Regards,
Mary



Some thoughts on
The Battle of Culloden
(16 April, 1746)

| sometimes wonder about the guysin the
second and third ranks at The Battle of
Culloden (Drummossie Moor) and who they
were. Not the Red-Coats on the Hanoverian
side but the ones across the field from them
with Charlie' s’ Jacobites. The poor slobs
who, on that April morning, had God
blowing sleet into their faces along with
round-shot from the Hanoverian artillery.
Thefirst ranks were the ‘ gentlemen’ of the
clans....... the leaders and sons of
leaders..... and the odd Tacksman who had,
in many cases, forced ‘out’ those lower than
he on the food chain. The front rank guys
were, for that time, fairly well armed,
clothed, and provided for. They carried
Basket-hilted broadswords, pistols, dirks,
targes, and sometimes muskets. The second
and third rank guys were usually just
farmers (on a good day) who tended to live
hand-to-mouth. Their clothing consisted of
whatever their mothers or wives were able
to weave and piece together from what was
left over. The Highlanders among them
spoke no English and were mostly Roman
Catholic while the Lowlandersin the group
tended to be Episcopalians. Their weapons,
if they had any at all, consisted of hand-me-
downs from God knows when or farm
implements now being used to make the
biggest dlices upon an enemy. Some had
gunpowder weapons but no gunpowder ... or
no shot.... or the weaponswouldn't fire at
all with both. They hadn’t been fed for three
days prior to the battle and the night before
they’ d been forced-marched, in the dark,

toward the Hanoverian camp at Nairn. The
march turned back when the sun came up
and aside from not being fed, these guys
also hadn't dept when the Hanoverians
advanced onto Drummossie Moor.

One wonders why these men fought that
day.... or any day. Maybe it was because
they stood beside their relatives and
neighbors and to run away would bring
eternal disgrace upon them and their
families and, if they survived at all, they
could never return home. Maybe they fought
because not to do so would have meant that
their ‘wee bit’ would be taken away from
them by their chiefs or Tacksmen and that
those whom they loved would be outcast
and without family or protection. Or, maybe,
they were just too damned tired to consider
anything other than the repeated orders to
rise up and get into ranks. It's a certainty
that these simple farmers had no ideas
pertaining to kingdoms nor dynasties. They
couldn’t understand a word spoken by their
Commander-In-Chief, The Prince, in his
heavily Italian accented English
announcements nor would they know what
awaited them next. These were just men
wanting to protect what very little they had.
And they had pride..... pride in family and
pride in self. They couldn’t be aware that
their defeat that miserable April day would
mean an end to The Highland Clan System
(one which hadn’t been that kind to them
anyway) nor were they aware that the horror
of The Clearances would also be coming
because they had lost. These were men who,
to feed their families through the brutal
Scottish winters, would ‘bleed’ their few
head of cattle into a bowl and mix the blood
with oatmeal . These were also men who,
through their Celtic genes and the
knowledge of generations of Celtic warfare
knew that when their charge was not
victorious, ‘it wastime to go’. But they
and they charged and if
anybody could have pulled it off, it was
them. But it wasn’t to be and they died in
heaps and then one by one when the ‘tartan
wave' receded from thefield and the
Hanoverian cavalry butchered the retreating



SUrvivors......
vicinity.

On April 16", honor these men with your
prayers of remembrance........ they were our
men and whether they knew it or not, they
fought for all of us.

and anyone elsein the

--Gordon Douglas Duffus
January 2004

Book Reviews:

Coalins Encyclopaedia of Scotland
John & JuliaKeay, HarperCollins
Publishers, 1994, ISBN: 0 00 255082 2

1046 pages of 'almost’ everything you need
to know about Scotland, arranged in
alphabetical order.... of course. Thisisn't a
book that you should curl up with ona
frosty winter's evening. It's much too heavy
for reading in bed BUT, if thereis
something you might need to look up,

this book may be the answer. | think that
there are some glaring omissions (not many)
but some obscure items are also present......
and interesting. If you're a serious student of
Scotland, this book isamust on your
bookshelf. It's not bad for the neophyte
either. I like and 'use' it alot.

TheWarsof the Bruces: Scotland,
England, & Ireland, 1306-1328

Colm McNamee, Tuckwell Press Ltd., 1998,
ISBN: 1862320225

Robert the Bruce® Rivals;: THE
COMYNS, 1212-1314

Alan Young, Tuckwell Press, 1998, ISBN: 1
862320179

| put these two books together for areview
as, | believe, 'you can't have one without the
other'. We have been taught that The Bruce
was a hero king who had no other thoughts
in his royal head than Scotland's
Independence. Likewise, the Comyns and
their alies have dways been portrayed as
evil traitors. The truth is actually stranger
and these two volumes 'make ya know it'.
All of the great battles are included as well
asthe palitical overtonesinherent in what
was actually a Scot's Civil War with some
English thrown in for good measure. Two
good reads with some information which
might very well surprise you.

Scotland: Thestory of a Nation
Magnus Magnusson, Atlantic Monthly
Press, 2000, ISBN: 0 87113 798 4

| used to think that John Prebble's'Lionin
the North' was the best single volume
history of Scotland which | had ever

until getting into this book.
Magnusson starts each chapter off with a
guote from Scott's 'Tales of a Grandfather’
and then devotes that chapter to the history
aluded tointhe quote. Great ideal Thisisa
rather large book at 734 pages but every
page is worth reading. Whether you're
knowledgable in Scottish history or are just
'starting out', this book belongs on your
nightstand.

The Scottish 100: Portraits of History@
Most Influential Scots

Duncan A. Bruce, Avalon Publishing Group,
2000, ISBN: 0 7867 0770 4

WEell, | guess that you really do get what you
pay for. Thetitle of thisbook saysit dl.......
and it's boring. It can be used as areference
book but I couldn't find the energy to sit
down and just read it. There are alot of
‘portraits in this book of people I'd never
heard of....... and that probably is agood
thing. A bad thingis, | don't care about
them. Shameful, on my part? A good
feature about this book is being surprised by
some things which were invented/started by
the Scottish inhabitants listed...... like The



Readers Digest (I didn't know that). So, |
suppose that it isn't all bad....... just tedious
reading.

-- Gordon Douglas Duffus

Video Reviews:

“Three Faces of Scotland”

Newbridge Communications Inc. (1-800-
257-5126)

1. Birth of aNation

2. Mountains of Majesty

3. Taking the High Road

I'll be kind in thisreview as the premise
behind this series was a good one and the
scenery is, as aways in Scottish videos,
fantastic. “ Everybody” is here in three parts.
Not always as I’ d envisioned them but here
none-the-less. In redlity, thisis a pretty good
overview of Scotland & her history.......

“Instrument of War”\
Westminster King Productions

1. Ladies From Hell

2. Cdl tothe Blood
This two tape set tells you amost everything
you'd like to know about the history of The
Great Highland Bagpipes....... except how
to play ‘em.

“The Celts’

BBC Video

An exceptional three part seriesfrom the
BBC. Even if you have no interest in The
Celts, you'll enjoy this.

“TheBook of Kdls’

Kultur

Although now sitting semi-comfortably in
Ireland, The Book of Kélls (an illuminated

manuscript of the Gospels according to
Matthew, Mark, Luke, & John) was
produced on the ide of lona. I’ ve always
loved The Book of Kellsand ‘steal’ liberally
fromits great illuminations. Thisisagood
short history.

“The Battle of the Clans’

The History Channel

Thisisagood one! The History Channel has
shown it a number of times &, even though |
own acopy, | always watch it when it comes
on. Loyalty?

It is basically a capsule history of the clan
system and Scotland. Enjoyable & nicely
done.

"In Search of Scotland"

(VHS Boxed Set)

BBC Scotland

| haven't counted the number of Scottish
videos that we own but can attest that thisis
one of the very best of 'em. It's aten part
series on Scotland's history and people,
ranging from "Mysterious Ancestors' into
the 20th century. | have always been ableto
find some fault in Scottish Historic videos
(‘cause that's the way | am) but could find
nothing wrong with thisone. It's really
superb! | got my set from The Scottish
Banner but it took months to arrive. They no
longer featureit intheir ads:-( It'swell
worth trying to find and own. Trust me!

-- Gordon Douglas Duffus

Celtic Mysteries Lectures

Dr. Michael Newton will be speaking on
Celtic mysteries at the Richmond UU
church, located at 1000 Blanton Ave, near
the Carillon and he has extended an
invitation for our SASR members to attend.
The Celtic Mysteries lectures (Adult
Religious Education) are on March 17, 24,
31 and April 7 (Wednesday evenings) from
7-9 PM. $12 for UU members, $15 others
Abstract: There have been effortsin recent
yearsto "reclam" and regjuvenate various
traditions and symbols which originate in



Celtic cultures. Some UU churches, for
example, offer Beltane (May Day), St.
Brigit's Day, and Samhainn (Hallowe'en)
celebrations, and even anumber of Christian
denominations have been inspired by the
idea of Celtic Christianity. But who were the
ancient Celts, what do we know about their
pre-Christian religion, and what has
survived into recent years among Celtic
communities?

If you would like to attend, you may phone
the church at 355-0777 to register.

If you have any questions, please contact Dr.
Newton at michael @saorsamedia.com.

A Bit of Humour

A British Airways pilot wrote that on this
particular flight in to Glasgow, it was very
windy and he had hammered his ship into
the runway redly hard. The airline had a
policy which required the first officer to
stand at the door while the passengers
exited, smile, and give them a " Thanks for
flying our airline." He said that, in light of
his bad landing, he had a hard time looking
the passengersin the eye, thinking that
someone would have a smart comment.
Finally everyone had gotten off except for
an ancient little Scottish lady in tweeds
wobbling down the aide on her cane. She
stopped, gave him a stern look up and down
and said, "Sonny, do you mind if | ask you a
guestion?' . .. "Why, no, Maam," said the
pilot. "What isit?' . .. "Did weland, or
were we shot down?"

--Patrick M. Harrison

Member ship Changes:

Frank & Nancy Blanton - delete work number
and correct home phone to 804-262-2670

Beverly & Jim Cochrane - additional email
jimmyc825@aol.com

Tom & Susan Danielson - correct email
tom_danielson@b-f.com

Morris& Sara Gordon - new email
sirknightmg@hotmail.com

Tom Harman - correct spelling of last name

Jack Hazlewood, Jr. - new email
bhwdjr@comcast.net

Elizabeth & Ken Howard - new email
Brewmhoward8@wmconnect.com

Kathleen Pitcher - correct email address
kpitcher @peoplepc.com

Additions for atotal count of 98

Barbara & Philip Andrews
P.O. Box 61

Yale, VA 23897-0061

Hm 434-246-3069

|eatherworker @firstsaga.com

Tim & Valerie Batten
7187-202 Garden Park Lane
Mechanicsville, VA 23111
Hm 804-559-7046
pipesofargyll @aol.com

Peter & Mary Anna Broadbent
5307 Matoaka Road

Richmond, VA 23226

Hm 804-285-4313

Wk 804-697-4109
pbroadbent@chblaw.com

Tad Burrél

3505 Stuart Ave Apt 301
Richmond, VA 23221-2153
Hm 804-353-2963



Wk 804-339-6557
zenhog@mindspring.com

Lisa & Brooking Deiss
7454 Plum Rose Court
Mechanicsville, VA 23111
Hm 804-730-5580

Wk 804-330-4500

L fdeiss@advo.com

Michael Frazier

2701 E Franklin Street Ste A
Richmond, VA 23223

Hm 804-437-8087
mfrzr@hotmail.com

Rupert H. Fergerson, ||

4206 Whitford Court, Apt. 1607
Glen Allen, VA 23060

Hm 804-527-0576
rfurgerson2@juno.com

Brian & Kitty Johnson
3008 Passaic Avenue
Chester, VA 23831

Hm 804-796-5011

WKk 804-765-4382
Kitnbjohnson@aol.com

Franklin Kelso

3134 Lake Terrace Court
Richmond, VA 23235
Hm 804-320-6266
frank@frankkel so.com

Larry Lamm

13923 White Oak Drive
Lanexa, VA 23039

Hm 804-966-1300
henryelley@earthlink.net

Steve M cK night

5538 Westower Drive
Richmond, VA 23225-2706
Hm 804-677-1347

newmans@darden.virginia.edu

Charles & June Rayfield
3208 Shallowford Landing Ter
Midlothian, VA 23112

Hm 804-744-3179
rayfield@erols.com

Cathy Rogers

1211-K Gaskins Road
Richmond, VA 23233
Hm 804-754-4244

WKk 804-747-1855 ext 229
Kitcat2016@netzero.com

Melanie & Walter Ruggieri
11503 Mill Road

Glen Allen, VA 23059

Hm 804-266-9043

Robert & Monica Simms
3107 Ismet Court

Glen Allen, VA 23060
Hm 804-501-2321

Wk 804-550-2605

Frances Thomas-M cConnell
P.O. Box 683

Ashland, VA 23005

Hm 804-798-8268
shortcut7@juno.com

Will Wilson
201Linstead Road
Sandston, VA 23150
Hm 804-437-7580

Barbara & Richard Wray
7813 Hampton Forest Lane
Chesterfield, VA 23832
Hm 804-739-6985

WKk 804-279-2239
barbara.wray@dser.dla.mil

Contributions?

Steven & Sarah Newman
564 Amick Road

Louisa, VA 23093

Hm 540-967-0282
swnewman@l ochshiel.com

Please send any articles, music/book reviews
or information on upcoming events (of a
Cdltic nature) to geipel @geipel.info by the
end of February. Thank you!




